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Editorial 
McCarthyism 


A NEW word is receiving the sanction of com- 
mon usage—“McCarthyism.” It is not a 
pretty word and it does not stand for a pretty 
aspect of American political life. The “anti-sub- 
yersive” hysteria sweeping the country has in- 
evitably spawned measures such as the Smith and 
Mundt acts more calculated to destroy our liber- 
ties than to preserve them, but McCarthyism 
adds another evil variation to the evil doctrine 
of “guilt by association,” already becoming law 
in some states. McCarthyism dispenses with 
proving either guilt or association. Whatever 
one may think of the constitutionality of some 
of the charges on which various avowed or sup- 
posed communists have recently been tried, at 
least attempts to sustain those charges have been 





made. Months were spent on the evidence in- 
volving the accused. Whether the verdicts were 
wise; whether justice was served or not, is a 
separate matter. At any rate, the processes of 
law were observed and legal procedures were 
invoked. And it would be idle to deny that 
forms, even when the substance is impaired, 
afford protection. 

But the essence of McCarthyism is that it does 
not have to follow the rules of any game. It is 
extra-legal, outside the law. It is not even a 
witch-hunt, for even a hunt has its conventions. 
Senator McCarthy himself has a wholesome re- 
spect for the law. He is notably careful not to 
repeat his sensational charges when speaking 
without the safeguard of Congressional immu- 
nity. But on the august floor of the Senate char- 
acter-assassination is the order of the day. And 
the innocent victims whose reputations are de- 
stroyed, whose careers are blasted, have no re- 
dress. Even when, like Professor Owen Latti- 
more, they urge the senator to repeat the charges 
outside the halls of Congress, they have no means 
of compelling their accuser to assume responsi- 
bility for his statements. Without an injection 
of congressional immunity, McCarthy displays 
a marked allergy to possible libel actions. Up- 
to-date, not a single one of McCarthy’s reckless 
charges have been proven. But the shameful 
spectacle goes on. That decent Americans of all 
Political persuasions are outraged by the Mc- 
Carthy method can be seen from the recent 
statement issued by a group of Republican sena- 
tors. These senators, like all politicians, are well 
aware of the possible advantages to be gained 
through the celebrated technique of “the bigger 
the lie, the more readily it will be believed.” And 
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they are surely familiar with the equally famous 
tenet dear to every demagogue, that “If a lie is 
repeated often enough, something will stick.” 
But they are sufficiently good Americans not to 
desire partisan advancement through such base 
means. 

Because of McCarthyism a Republican Sena- 
tor has recently demanded that the concept of 
“Congressional immunity” be reexamined. It 


is high time. 
Apartheid 


OUTH AFRICA is apparently determined to put 
the clock back in a big way. The Group 
Areas Bill, whose imminent passage in Parlia- 
ment is expected, will divide the country into 
compartments in which each racial group will 
be compelled to live, whatever its desires. This 
bill is the natural outcome of Premier Malan’s 
Apartheid policy which preaches the absolute 
segregation, socially, residentially and politically, 
of the whites and non-whites of South Africa. 

There are at present about 2,500,000 whites 
in the Union. The non-whites include 8,500,000 
blacks; 1,000,000 coloreds (half-castes); and 
about 250,000 Indians. In other words, the 
whites are outnumbered by nearly five to one. 
Furthermore, South African economy is largely 
dependent on native labor. The diamond mines, 
the factories, not to mention household services, 
are manned by non-whites. The native popula- 
tion is not confined to special fields of work. It 
provides the major part of the country’s labor 
force. 

Under these conditions, the true meaning of 
Apartheid becomes apparent. The Malan Gov- 
ernment has not generously decided on a kind 
of amicable internal partition, giving each race 
its territorial center and independence. Actually, 
the natives will be expected to leave their areas 
daily to work for the white man. Then they 
will return to the ghettos to which they are re- 
stricted. Nor is it likely that the land distribu- 
tion will follow the numerical distribution of the 
population. We may safely assume, even with- 
out available statistics, that the white South 
African gentry will not retire to one-fifth of 
the desirable area, and hand over the remainder 
to the natives. These suppositions have been 
made because supporters of Malan defend 
Apartheid as a democratic device which will en- 
able each race to practice self-government in its 
own compartment. 

The creation of forcible ghettos can hardly 
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be viewed as the prelude to democracy. It looks 
much more like the first decisive step towards 
the creation of a fascist state. Those who have 
followed Malan’s history and that of his Nation- 
alist Party can hardly be astonished. Malan’s pro- 
Hitler sympathies were unconcealed through- 
out World War II. 

Though South African Jews, as a “European” 
group, are not subject to the disabilities of 
Apartheid, the position of any minority is bound 
to be precarious in a state which institutes a 
racial policy. The Jews of South Africa, despite 

eir comparative affluence, are sitting on a vol- 
cano. However, in this connection, it may not 
be amiss to point out that even Malan’s “majority 
whites” are only a minority, though a sizable 
one. The resentment of the natives and “Col- 
oreds” at the Group Areas Bill embraces not 
only South Africa but extends to India. With 
Asia, and the Asiatic peoples, in ferment, Malan’s 
volcano may erupt in a fashion other than that 
calculated by the proponents of the South Afri- 
can brand of fascism. 


Defeat for “ Jim Crow” 


T= AMERICAN brand of “Jim Crow” suffered 

a body-blow through the unanimous ruling 
of the Supreme Court that segregation violated 
the Fourteenth Amendment which assured Ne- 
groes “equal protection of the laws” and full 
citizenship. The recent decision reverses, in 
spirit if not technically, the Supreme Court rul- 
ing of 1896 which declared that segregation was 
not unconstitutional providing Negroes received 
“separate but equal” facilities. The 1896 deci- 
sion has been the chief bulwark for the discrim- 
inatory practices of Southern states who claimed 
to provide “separate but equal” schools, restaur- 
ants, means of transportation, and hospitals for 
Negroes. 

One can scarcely over-estimate the signific- 
ance of the 1950 Supreme Court decision. Speci- 
fically, the court ordered the State of Texas to 
admit a Negro to the all-white University of 
Texas Law School; it ordered Oklahoma to re- 
move restrictions (the student had been forced 
to sit apart from white students in class-rooms 
and the cafeteria) from a Negro graduate stu- 
dent attending the predominantly white Univer- 
sity of Oklahoma; and it found that the segrega- 
tion of Negroes in dining-cars of Southern rail- 
ways was discriminatory. 

Though these decisions do not wholly over- 
turn the “separate but equal” doctrine, the Su- 
preme Court in its statements made clear that 
genuine equality was not determined solely by 
physical facilities, and that even a physically 
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superior Negro school or dining-room did ng 
provide the “equality” to which every citize, 
was entitled. The decisions establish a preceden; 
which should be vigilantly exploited in th 
future. 

However, while the historic decisions of th 
Supreme Court have marked a great step for. 
ward in the cause of human rights, the attemp, 
to introduce a discriminatory provision into the 
Selective Service Act is still continuing. Though 
the clause (sponsored by Democratic Senato, 
Russel of Georgia) to allow every volunteer 
inductee to choose service with a segregated unit 
of his own race has been defeated in the Senate 
the Selective Service Act is still the subject of 
discussion and compromise. Should a provision 
like that offered by Senator Russel become th 
law of land, it would largely undo the good of 
the Supreme Court decisions. 


Another Chance 


T= JERUSALEM question will again be before 
the General Assembly when this body meets 
in September. The inability of the Trusteeship 
Council to carry out the misbegotten Interna- 
tionalization Statute has now been publicly ad- 
mitted, and another occasion arises to formulate 
a workable plan which will take into account 
the legitimate international interest in the Holy 
City. 
The Government of Israel has again offered 
a practical solution which embodies in principle 
the plan of a United Nations Curatorship for 
the Holy Places, such as has been recently ad- 
vocated by several hundred distinguished Ameri- 
can clergymen. Israel proposes the direct appli- 
cation of international responsibility not to any 
continuous area but to the Holy Places them- 
selves. Israel suggests the appointment of “i 
United Nations representative or such other 
organ as may be found appropriate for the dis- 
charge on behalf of the United Nations of the 
functions regarding the Holy Places in Jerusa- 
lem. This representative or organ should con- 
stitute an independent authority deriving it 
powers solely and exclusively from the Generd 
Assembly itself and exercising those functions in 
the international right without dependence on 
any individual government or accreditation 
thereto.” 


A United Nations Curatorship has obvious 
merits: It gives the United Nations full jurisdic- 
tion in matters which are properly objects of 
international and religious concern; it achieve 
this without violating the rights of the peoples 
immediately concerned; it is simple and feasible. 
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Despite the continued opposition of the Vati- 
can which still demands an international regime 
for both the New and the Old City, it is to be 
hoped that the United States Delegation will 
strongly support the Israel proposals which fully 
safeguard the interests of Christianity and Islam, 
without depriving the people of Jerusalem of 
their political independence. It is time for the 
sterile and dangerous dead-lock over Jerusalem 
to be ended. Israel’s temperate and well-reasoned 
compromise plan offers a welcome way out of 
the present confusion. 


Frontier Anniversary 


HE MANY well-wishers who gathered recently 
on the occasion of the Jewish Frontier’s 
fifteenth anniversary gave welcome evidence of 
sustained friendship for this publication. In the 
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fifteen years of its existence, the Jewish Frontier 
has had occasion to publicize and interpret some 
of the major experiences in modern Jewish his- 
tory. It had the satisfaction of seeing the interest 
in Zionist achievement grow with the emergence 
of the Jewish State, and finally embrace a large 
general audience. But while information on Is- 
rael and Jewish affairs now reaches much wider 
circles than in the days when the Jewish Frontier 
started on its career, the need for a thoughtful 
analysis of current problems and for a liberal 
view point, has increased rather than lessened. 

To the complex issues which face American 
Jewry and Israel, the Jewish Frontier hopes to 
bring the best of its thinking and the courage 
of its social philosophy, in the future as in the 
past. In this task, it looks forward to the con- 
tinued support of its many friends in the trade 
unions, and among the general public, as well as 
in the ranks of the Labor Zionist Movement. 


Chalutziut from America 


by Maurice Samuel 


As ATMOSPHERE of complete unreality sur- 
rounds the discussions which are being con- 
ducted, both in Israel and America, on the sub- 
ject of American Chalutziut. This unreality is 
not, as might be supposed, begotten of the fact 
that American Chalutziut is practically non- 
existent; there can be realistic discussion of a phe- 
nomenon which is yet to be created. What is 
unreal is the terminology of the discussions; 
there is no relationship between the material 
with which we have to work and the concepts 
with which we approach it. 

Our material is American Jewry as it is to- 
day, which means: a Jewry which has not yet 
found itself. This description is not a criticism, 
much less a reproach. No authentic Jewry ever 
evolved in two or three generations, which is 
in effect the age of American Jewry. The forms 
of our Judaism we brought with us from Eu- 
trope, and though its values are eternal the re- 
tention of these values depends on the develop- 
ment of our regionalist forms. Every Jewry of 
historic importance has in this sense had to find 
itself in its own place and age. We have not had 
the time to create anything comparable to the 
poetry and philosophy of Spanish Jewry, the 
Jiidische Wissenschaft of German Jewry, or the 
Chassidism of East European Jewry. We have 
become the leader—and the bulk—of Diaspora 


The problem here raised by Mr. Samuel is discussed at greater 
length in the third part of bis forthcoming book: “The Gentle- 
man and the Jew.” 


Jewry while in the confused process of our trans- 
plantation. 


The primary question we must ask regarding 
the great phenomenon of European Chalutziut 
is this: Was it motivated by purely earthly pru- 
dence, that is, by the desire to save Jewish lives, 
or did it spring from a creative will to preserve 
Judaism? At first we are tempted to reject 
the question: you cannot preserve Judaism 
without saving Jewish lives; and the saving of 
Jewish lives makes for the preservation of Ju- 
daism. But on reflection we see a fateful differ- 
ence of emphasis. Those who are concerned with 
the preservation of Judaism will risk lives— 
beginning with their own; those who think 
only of lives will gamble with Judaism. The 
Zionist tradition generally, the Chalutz in par- 
ticular, were focussed on the preservation of 
Judaism. Two striking instances illustrate the 
character of their fixation. When Russian Zion- 
ists by a large majority rejected Uganda, in spite 
of their condition in 1904, while western Zion- 
ists favored it predominantly, though they need- 
ed it less, the creative triumphed over the pru- 
dential. It triumphed again when the Chalutzim 
added to their other ordeals their self-transforma- 
ation into a Hebrew-speaking community. If 
it be objected that Uganda was an unpractical 
proposition anyhow, and that without He- 
brew we could not have welded the Yishuv into 
a state, we must answer that very often the ad- 
venturously creative does in fact turn out to be 
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a higher form of prudence. But we know this, 
in each specific case, only by hindsight. 

If it is true that the Judenwille, the will to 
remain Jewish and not the Judennot, the desper- 
ation of the Jews, was the main driving force in 
Zionism and Chalutziut, we must proceed to 
ask: “What was the relationship between the 
Chalutzim and the Jewry from which they is- 
sued?” Was it negative in character? Did the 
Chalutzim say, in effect: “We are leaving you 
because you have no Jewish future. Some of 
you will follow us; the others we no longer 
count as ours?” Did the Jewish community, on 
the other hand, look on the Chalutzim as desert- 
ers, who were saving their own souls without a 
thought for the Jewry which they left behind? 


CERTAINLY there were Jews who regarded Zion- 

ists and Chalutzim as deserters; but these 
were leftist and rightist assimilationists who had 
themselves deserted Judaism, and wanted to fight 
out the battle of their social acceptability in situ. 
Between the authentically Jewish core of East 
European Jewry and the Chalutzim there was 
a positive relationship. To be more exact, they 
were two aspects of the same will. It was never 
contemplated, either by the affirming Jews of 
Russia before 1917, or by those of Poland before 
1939, that with the triumph of Zionism there 
would be no creative Judaism outside of Pal- 
estine. As far as they themselves were concerned, 
they were proved by the event to have been 
tragically and irretrievably wrong. But who 
dared to foresee, before 1917, the forcible segre- 
gation of Russian Jewry, or, before 1939, the 
massacre of the six million by Hitler? And if 
masses of Jews had foreseen in all their vividness 
these frightful calamities—a humanly impossible 
supposition — would the ensuing panic have 
strengthened the Zionist movement? It was out 
of the feeling for life, out of the belief—illusory 
though it was—in a Jewish future of their own, 
that the Jews of eastern Europe produced Zion- 
ism and Chalutziut. Achad Ha-amism, which 
has been misrepresented as a kind of preciosity, 
a dream of a Noble Little Order of Jews in Pal- 
estine for the Inspiration of World Jewry, was 
in reality the over-precise formulation of what 
East European Jewry was groping for: a massive 
Jewish homeland interplaying with a reinvigora- 
ted world Judaism. 


The will to be, and to be Jewish, can manifest 
itself only in a Jewry which has found itself, 
which has forms of its own making for the 
expression of the permanent Jewish values; also 
it must believe in its own future in order to 
create for, in and with Israel; and a community 
cannot create anything in the expectancy of its 
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own impending dissolution. This is the paradox 
which explains the unrealism of the discussions 
on American Chalutziut. 


The fragments of Jewries which we are y 
eagerly assembling in Israel are an immense prob. 
lem, for which we thank God. But if we are 
afraid of the outcome of the struggle between 
the new, inchoate mass and the old, carefully 
crystallized core, what will it avail us to pretend 
that more inchoate masses from America will 
solve the problem? 

A community which is asked to enter on an 
enterprise asks instinctively: ““What’s in it for 
us?” The question is not a coarse one when it 
is addressed to non-material values. What js 
there for American Jewry in the giving of hun. 
dreds of millions of dollars for the rescue of 
fellow-Jews? The exercise of responsibility and 
affection, the assertion of kinship, the protest 
against evil, the participation in construction; 
also some feeling for the historic significance of 
the Jewish people, without an intellectual pic. 
ture of its nature. These are good things, but 
they are not enough. What American Jewry 
must be able to ask is: “What’s in it for our 
Judaism?” And this it cannot ask because it 
has not yet crystallized a Judaism of its own. 


On the principle that le mieux est Pennemi 
du bien, good things can stand in the way of 
better. Since 1914 general relief funds and Zion- 
ist funds have hammered on the conscience (not 
the intelligence) of American Jewry—not with- 
out effect. They have also been helpful in the 
alerting of the Jewish consciousness. But by 
their nature they are incapable of turning that 
awakened consciousness to creative ends. It i 
a consciousness without much, in a Jewish way, 
to be conscious of. The disillusionment of the 
Israelis with American Jewry, because of it 
failure to produce both Chalutzim and capitalis 
entrepreneurs is nothing but a reflex action; and 
it is doubly unreasonable. First, they forget that 
in these respects they have compelled American 
Zionism to stand in its own way for more than 
thirty years; second, they do not understand out 
problem. 

They seem to feel that American Jewry 3 
a European Jewry on American soil. It is noth- 
ing of the sort; this even though we brought the 
forms of our Judaism with us from Europe and 
have not yet created new ones. For these form 
do not answer to our needs. They cannot, how- 
ever good they may be in themselves, becaus 
our very first need is to become creative. We att 
a new Jewry in process of becoming; we art 
losing the old expressions without having yet 
found the new ones. Even our Yiddish-speaking 
masses have lost their European coloration. They 
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are not less Americanized, in the general sense, 
than our English-speaking masses; but the latter 
are no further ahead in the development of a 
specifically American Judaism. 


HE TRANSPLANTATION of a community re- 

leases energies and hopes which follow their 
own course. It has the effect of a biologic re- 
newal; the immigrants from an “old, outworn” 
world suddenly become a “new” world. If one 
is looking for Jewish (therefore Zionist) action 
among American Jews, it is worse than useless 
to tell them that they have no Jewish future 
in this country. There is assimilation and inter- 
marriage; there is wide-spread de-Judaization; 
and this the affirming Jews of American know. 
But they also know that there is a powerful core 
of Jewish life here; there is a ferment and search- 
ing which will not tolerate the idea of liquida- 
tion. Even the peripheral assimilating mass is a 
sort of cushion for the centre. The writing off 
of a community of five million Jews in a non- 
totalitarian country is not an invitation to Zion- 
ism and Chalutziut. It is an invitation to apathy. 


One cannot use the word “optimism” to de- 
scribe the feeling of Amearican Jewry regarding 
its own future; it is not as light-hearted as that. 
But one can speak of a sense of the potential, 
an awareness of energies which refuse to be 
waved away pityingly or contemptuously as illu- 
sions, or frightened into self-denial by the lesson 
of past calamities. It would be very strange if 
certain survivors of European Jewry did not see 
all the Diaspora as doomed; it would be equally 
strange if a considerable number of American 
Jews shared that view. 


It has been the boundless good fortune of 
American Jews to have been on the right side, 
morally and historically, in the two world wars; 
their lot is cast in with the supreme representa- 
tive of the world’s democratic hope; they are 
caught up in the vigor of America’s self-devel- 
opment; and to the extent that they are Jewishly 
Jewish they know that a specifically Jewish fac- 
tor here must be bound up vitally with a strong 
and Jewishly Jewish Israel. Such a bond calls for, 
will in part be constituted by, a stream of Ameri- 
can Chalutziut. Were Russian Jewry free to- 
day, were Polish Jewry living, the same bond 
would exist between them and Israel, to their own 
benefit as enduring communities. But those Jew- 
nies were old and self-realized (not without their 
assimilating sections of the right and left, be it 
noted) ; and we are young and unformed. 


However fantastic it sounds to our Israeli 
chaverim, the propaganda for American Chalu- 
tziut must be based on a promise to and for 
American Jewry and Judaism. Or, since pro- 
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paganda is an equivocal word, the problem may 
be put thus: only those can effectively work for 
American Chalutziut who believe in a future 
for American Jews and Judaism, and who con- 
sider Chalutziut an indispensible element in the 
realization of that future. 

But the Israeli protagonists of Chalutziut from 
America do not believe in such a future. Some- 
times they hint—and not always too circum- 
spectly—at the likelihood, even the certainty, 
of a repetition here of what has taken place in 
Europe. Two elements predominate in this view: 
one,’ the natural horror-fixation of the Hitler 
episode; two, a doctrinaire prognosis that in the 
division of east and west America must go Fascist, 
while Russia represents the hope of our sur- 
vival (!). It is not relevant here to discuss the 
merits of the arguments. But anyone who holds 
either of them to be valid (let alone both) must 
not expect them to produce in American Jewry 
the high mood of creativity which must sur- 
round the birth of a substantial Chalutziut. The 
prospect that America is going to emulate Nazi 
Germany is not merely, for us, disheartening to 
the point of paralysis; it implies the collapse of 
all the world forces. with which the hope of 
Israel is linked. Even if the world is not de- 
stroyed in a struggle between east and west, 
world domination either by a Fascist America 
or a communist Russia would leave Israel at the 
mercy of a group of inflexible and hostile power- 
managers, with no recourse to any sort of public 
opinion. 

Sometimes the negation of an American Jew- 
ish future has a less cataclysmic background. 
But it is hardly less devitalizing. The assump- 
tion is that all our efforts at the creation of an 
American Judaism are empty gesticulations; our 
synagogues, temples, schools, centres, our Zion- 
ism, our various associations, our relationship to 
Israel and world Jewry, mean nothing in the 
face of an inexorable and rapid process of as- 
similation. Therefore the slogan is, again: “Save 
what you can today; tomorrow there will be 
nothing.” 


o MUCH for the Israeli protagonists of Ameri- 
can Chalutziut. The handful of American 
participants in the movement stand under their 
sign. The few Hachsharah groups here are not 
aware of any service rendered to American Jewry 
as well as to Israel. Their indoctrination does not 
encourage any such perceptions; and the ab- 
sence of such perceptions goes a long way to- 
ward justifying itself. They are saying tacitly 
what the Chalutzim of Europe did not say: “We 
are leaving you because you have no Jewish fu- 
ture. Some of you will follow us; the rest we 
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no longer count.” This too is not an attitude 
calculated to raise the Zionist potential of the 
American Jewish community. 

There is another distressing irrelevance in the 
interchanges between Israel and American Jewry. 
If we use the word Chalutziut in its restricted 
and most distinguished sense, we must admit that 
the present phase of Israeli and American Jewish 
self-consciousness, in regard to Israel itself, cre- 
ates obstacles. Let it be stated at once that no 
one is to blame for this; there are irrepressible 
surges of deflective emotion in groups as well 
as in individuals. But the elation of military 
victory, the pride in the machinery and choreo- 
graphy of Israeli government, the excitement of 
the first exercise of independence, are not of the 
essence of Chalutziut. Nor is the cry of our 
refugees; for young people are not responsive 
to the sad, adult appeals of philanthropy. The 
idealism of Chalutziut centres on a vision of life 
and the world emanating from Jewish concepts, 
experiences and records. In the measure that such 
a vision is captured by an American Jewish com- 
munity, Chalutziut will grow. And the reverse 
is also true. 

If we use the word Chalutziut in a more ex- 
tended sense, to include pioneering capital and 
entrepreneurs—on which equal stress is laid to- 
day—we are confronted by the contradiction al- 
ready referred to. Young people are not respon- 
sive to philanthropy in part because, having no 
money, they cannot play a role in it; in greater 
part, however, because in their adventurousness, 
idealistic or egotistic, they avert their eyes from 
misfortune as such. Those older people whom 
life has not wholly corrupted are at once softer 
and harder; softer in their responsiveness to the 
charity appeal, harder in their attachment to 
the instruments which enable them to be charit- 
able. Two demands are made, side by side: phil- 
anthropy for the refugees, constructive capital 
investment for Israel. It is quite true that logic- 
ally these can be reconciled: the philanthropy 
is a sort of pump-priming to set an economic 
machine in motion, while investment diminishes 
the need for philanthropy. Emotionally, how- 
ever, donation and investment hold each other 
at arm’s length when the two demands come 
from the same object. In this respect, too, Zion- 
ism has been compelled for thirty odd years to 
stand in its own way. 

But more fundamentally, the negative attitude 
toward a Jewish life in America (in this in- 
stance, not merely Judaism, but simply the pos- 
sibility of any kind of Jewish existence) is not 
an encouragement to Jewish investors. It is 2of¢ 
good business to say or hint: “Have something 
salted away in Israel because—well, because re- 
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member Europe.” It is demoralizing. Of cours 
one may urge: “It is the truth anyhow.” ], 
that case the only answer is: “Then it’s qlj 
hopeless.” 

The great slogan now sweeping Israel js. 
Kibutz Galuyot, ” the ingathering of the exile, 
the emptying of the Diaspora, or at least the 
shifting of the centre of gravity of the Jewish 
world population to Israel. Does the fulfillment 
of Zionism imply, among other things, that , 
majority of the world’s Jews shall be found ip 
Israel? This is a point of view which can kk 
argued back and forth without any purpose. But 
there are two other points of view which cap 
be adopted without resolving the first. One is 
that Israel has not yet the Jewish population 
which it can and must have; the second, that 
the growth of the Israeli population does not 
necessarily imply the liquidation of the Jewish 
communities which voluntarily contribute to 
that growth. 

In the case of American Jewry and Isra¢d 
there can be only a program of mutual assist- 
ance based on the realization that within fore. 
seeable or operable time American Jewry to 
has a creative future. Discussion on another 
basis will lead to tensions, recrimination and dis- 
illusionment, and will produce no results. Least 
of all will it sineesyte Chalutziut. 
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Farewell to Harold Laski 


by Herbert Howarth 


im DEATH of Professor Harold Laski was a 
tragedy in many ways. He was only 56 and 
his powers were full and robust and as trenchant 
asever. On the night of Thursday, March 23rd, 
he was suddenly taken ill, was carried to the 
hospital, and died there on Friday. 

What a keen thin body he had! I see him 
in the mind’s eye as he looked when talking to 
the Fabian Society one evening at the London 
School of Economics a year or two ago. With 
his slight dark hair, his glasses, his wiry frame, 
he was a rapier or a scimitar of a man — cer- 
tainly some sort of sword, swift to cut through 
bad thinking . His speechmaking was the same. 
For an intimate, intelligent audience his darting 
tongue and insistent criticism could provide the 
finest of all entertainment. He searched out 
shams and exposed them devastatingly. 

But the destructive criticism that was Laski’s 
stock-in-trade was based on warm, shy ideals. 
Behind the glasses the twinkling, awake eyes 
were utterly humane. He could be so destructive 
and unsparing of his political opponents only 
because he was so loving. The Fabian Society, 
with which he was very closely connected, 
worked in terms of economics, and, as the name 
with its invocation of the Roman strategist im- 
plies, set out to be a battle-machine, but its im- 
pulses were rooted deep in Victorian faith in 
progress and man’s capacity for goodness. In 
this sense Laski was a born Fabian, and never 
ceased to be one. 

That will be clear to all who read his writings 
or heard him speak, whether in Britain or 
America or Western Europe. What may not be 
so clear in America, where Laski’s most obvious 
importance was as a theorist of the British Labor 
Party, is that he was also, even while far out of 
touch with orthodox observance, unremittingly 
Jewish, bringing to bear on all he touched those 
complimentary capacities for detailed criticism 
and broad understanding which are part of the 
development of Jewish genius. 


There was a legalist accuracy of definition 
about Laski’s thinking that was almost Tal- 
mudic; — and he gave it a political application. 
There was also that motive power of love that 
made him a Fabian and a humanist, and that was 
almost Hassidic: — but that, too, he gave a 
political application, making it selective, but 
making it also purposeful and inspiring, so that 
in fact it inspired students at the London School 
of Economics for twenty-nine magnificent years. 





One can be yet more specific about the Jewish 
qualities of Harold Laski. He was a Manchester 
Jew. He was a product of the great, if now fad- 
ing, Manchester era of British Jewry. Within 
the few weeks since Laski’s death Princess Mar- 
garet has been laying the foundation-stone of a 
new Free Trade Hall at Manchester, replacing 
the historic Free Trade Hall swept away in Hit- 
ler’s blitz. This new hall will in fact be a ceno- 
taph, a mere tribute and inscription to the Man- 
chester of the nineteenth century, for which the 
original hall had a living meaning and pointed to 
a dynamic, thrusting economic instinct, out of 
whose workings the prosperity of the city and 
all adjacent Lancashire was begotten. Such pros- 
perity attracted able men to it and produced able 
men among their descendants. The Jewish com- 
munity developed commensurately with the 
whole of the cotton folk. 


[™ was a vigorous community at the forefront 

of British Jewish affairs. Everyone will re- 
member, for example, that when Weizmann 
came as a young man to a British university, he 
came to Manchester. Zionism won quick com- 
prehension there, where ideas were as fluid and 
lively as in the capital. The vitality of the com- 
munity may be said to have gone pari passu with 
the greatness of the Manchester Guardian; and 
when Laski was growing up the editorship of 
C. P. Scott was in full advance. The Rylands 
Library had been founded, the Halle Orchestra 
had made its splendid reputation. You could not 
be Nathan Laski’s son in the Manchester of that 
era without carrying a flame with you into life. 

From school in Manchester Harold Laski went 
to a distinguished university career at New Col- 
lege, Oxford, where he won the Beit Historical 
Essay Prize and took a first class degree in his 
finals. Then for further study to America, to 
begin a lifelong association with the States which 
was eventually to be of almost national value, 
because it enabled him to interpret American 
opinion to Britain and British opinion to 
America. The effect that America had on his 
inner growth has never been evaluated, but one 
thing can be hazarded, that it helped in promot- 
ing both the incisiveness of his style and the 
breadth of his idealism. It did not modify his 
direction; it rather took him more rapidly in the 
direction he was going. 

His name is especially associated with the 
London School of Economics, which he joined 
on return from America. Teaching political 
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history there, he handed down his gifts to one 
generation of pupils after another. And that 
brings me back to the memory with which this 
short tribute opened, the speech I heard him 
make in a Common Room of the School that 
dusty summer evening. It was a speech which, 
as it now seems to me, contained the essence of 
the man, the key to his role in current British 
politics. The subject of his talk that evening 
was the way institutions change and lose their 
character. What about this very institution we 
are in now, he asked his audience. He reminded 
them how the London School of Economics 
began: — Sidney Webb and Bernard Shaw and 
Bertrand Russell working together, teachers and 
pupil, in a room half-adapted to serve as a school. 
It began, unaided and isolated, as a practical in- 
stance of Fabianism appealing to the mind and 
seeking through the operations of the mind to 
turn the world from “A darkling plain where 
ignorant armies clash by night” into a better 
place to live in. Now today, more than fifty 
years later, the institution is world-famous, well- 
endowed, thriving in every way, but—its pur- 
poses are forgotten, and instead of Fabians those 
who teach in it and adorn it are brilliant brains 
dedicated to the duty of proving that we live in 
the best of all possible worlds. Institutions die 
within as they become strong and admirable ex- 
vernally. Forms swell but their functions 
atrophy. That was his text. 


Of course, the text was meant, like everything 
else in Laski’s life, to have an immediate political 
application. No doubt was left in the minds of 
us, his audience, that in criticising with such 
pungency and humor the School he zealously 
loved, he was uttering a parable. His barbs were 
bent, really, against the British Labor Party, of 
which he was at that time, I think, still Chair- 
man. He meant that the Parliamentary tri- 
umphs of 1945 had brought perils to the Labor 
movement as well as power. Instead of loyalty 
to the spirit that had formed the Party at the 
beginning of the century, there might come a 
slow senescence, a complacency, and an inner 
death. British Labor’s first full bite of political 
mastery also brought the Party’s first big crisis. 
This is in fact — and I try to say this objectively, 
without expressing any private opinion on the 
rights and wrongs of the matter — a crisis with 
which the Parliamentary Labor Party is still 
battling. If it forgets its original character, and 
becomes a thing of pomp and circumstance, 
there may eventually be a fatal split, when those 
who don’t want complacency will have to part 
company with the other half of the membership, 
and problematical consequences will follow for 
the electorate and for our neighbors and friends. 
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From THIs PornT of view Professor Laskis 
death was a tragedy in more than a conyep. 
tional sense. One of the most dangerous aspecy 
of Labor’s crisis is that it is largely unconscioy, 
a dizzy struggle by drugged men. Laski was , 
force against that. Completely conscious of why 
was happening, he expressed himself with abo. 
lute clarity about it. Hateful and hated he mug 
have made himself to certain powerful Party 
colleagues who were most liable to the comph. 
cency he attacked. But he was unsparing of 
himself and them. He insisted on consciousnes, 
And his voice was authoritative enough, and his 
secret personality lovable enough, to make them 
listen. | 

Laski was unchanging, while the movement 
and institutions of which he was part changed 
with the unfortunate, habitual transience of 
human affairs, that always tend to lose their 
lustre. To this extent there was, by an obviouw 
paradox, an extraordinary conservatism about 
him. 

That conservatism, if it can be called so, tha 
uncompromising diamond center of the man, i 
the only thing in him to justify the assertion tha 
he had of late years failed to keep step with the 
movement of circumstances. It was the writer 
of Laski’s obituary in the London Times who 
appeared to imply this. The obituaries in th 
Times are an important feature of the British 
scene. They should, and often do, represent the 
warm verdict of his contemporaries on the man 
who has just gone. But, personally, I seemed t 
find a grudging tone in an otherwise long an 
informed account of Professor Laski on the day 
following his death. Of course, as Christophe 
Sykes very properly says in Four Studies in 
Loyalty, there is no reason why platitudes shoull 
be lavished on the dead, and honest criticism ca 
have a place in the funeral tribute no less tha 
praise; but I felt that in that half-column in th 
Times the narrow ideological resentments, tha 
mark our days so grievously, had spoiled the tru 
assessment of a man who after all had a beauty 
of soul as well as a beauty of intellect. 


As a matter of fact, within the last six yean 
Professor Laski had demonstrated in a specifi 
case that, just as he retained all his energy, so ht 
retained pliability of mind and the capacity ti} 
reverse his views at the behest of outward con 
ditions. This was over the issue of Zionism. 
Although brought up amid the Zionist vigor o 
Edwardian Manchester, his belief in Fabia 
progress and in the possibility that a charter d 
human rights, written or unwritten, could bk 
observed in our time, carried him apart from 
the short-term aspirations of Zionism. He stayed 
apart a long while. It would not have been sur: 
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prising if he had remained always where he was. 
But half-way through the war years he sent a 
contribution to the New Statesman and Nation 
that openly and firmly announced a change of 

sition. He had been receiving correspondence 
from the “Middle East”, and, in the light of the 
developments in Europe, had decided that the 
demand for a Jewish State in Israel was necessary. 
From then onwards he gave his assent to it, and 
from within the Labor Party combatted Bevin 
on the issue as long as Bevin continued to resist 
the facts of the situation. The recent realistic 
adaptation of Foreign Office policy towards a 
measure of cooperation with Israel must have 
been some satisfaction to him. Even more satis- 
fying must have been British policy on India 
some time ago. But too many unsatisfactory 
things remained, and not in Britain alone, and 
one can only speculate how far an absolute 
despair suddenly pushed him out of the battle 
into the grip of death. 

It is not a bad way to judge a Professor to ask 
what his students thought of him. The men 
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and women at the London School of Economics 
were devoted to Laski. After the war the pre- 
dominant complexion of the British universities 
changed from pink to Tory blue, but the feelings 
of the student public for the grim, devastating, 
sharp-tongued lecturer underwent no alteration. 
When his important libel action failed after the 
1945 election, involving him in heavy costs, his 
students, most of them dependent on scholarships 
and perennially hard up, contributed without 
stint to the fund set up to help him. 

His mouth used to set very bitterly as he made 
his malicious lecturing points, proceeding in logi- 
cal sequence from attack to attack. But the 
students in the benches before him never hated 
or caricatured that bitterness, as students, full 
of appetite for life, often might. They knew 
that the malicious pugnacity was not aimed at 
them and implied no criticism of their aspiring 
brashness; they thought it was rather aimed at 
the forces that destroy or cramp youthful ar- 
dour; and they were right. 


The Roots of Israeli Socialism 
by Jacob J. Weinstein 


rT! WORD SOCIALISM has come into general 
disrepute these days. It is blocked with Com- 
munism and blighted thereby, or it is relegated 
to that attic in history where are kept the 
records of Thule, Erewhons, Oneida, and a 
host of other gentle but fanciful Utopias. The 
State of Israel is giving a new vitality and depth 
of meaning to the term which may very well 
restore it to its former profound significance. 
But it is not merely an interest in semantics that 
prompts this analysis. It is a conviction that 
Israel is laying the ground work for a common- 
wealth which will come closer than any other 
modern state to solving the perennial number 
one problem of man — that of achieving a 
workable synthesis between his need for order 
and his hunger for liberty, between his instinct 
for survival and his yearning for that dignity 
which only liberty can give. 

If we have been able to hold for two millenia 
to the prayer “next year in Jerusalem, we shall 
be free men,” it is because we have known how 
very difficult indeed is the accomplishment of 
freedom in and through and with society. Our 
historical conditioning has not been lost upon our 
present thinkers and doers in Israel. The nature 
of the State as it takes more definite shape each 
day is not so much the implementation of various 


| theories as the slow but sure unfoldment of his- 


toric forces and values emerging through the 
opened pores of our ancient land, pulsating in 
the unconscious of the men who are enacting 
an old, old dream. 

If there is a fear of rugged individualism, of 
anarchic license, our State builders come by it 
honestly, for they remember the days when there 
was no judge in Israel and each man did as was 
right in his own eyes. Every tamarisk tree re- 
minds them of the time when Deborah arose to 
bring order where chaos had reigned. 

If there is a fear of any one man usurping 
power, and a deliberate attempt to hedge the 
authority of any official by popular checks and 
balances, it is confirmed by Samuel’s words of 
warning still alive in the land — against the 
imperious nature of kings and the inevitable cor- 
ruption of power. 

Bureaucracy is an ever present danger. Turk- 
ish and English precedents, the forced centraliza- 
tion of conducting a war, the masses of Oriental 
Jews unaccustomed to self-direction — all en- 
courage the development of the all-powerful, 
all-providing State with its minions of satraps, 
inspectors, commissars, and controllers. That 
danger is recognized and is being met by a delib- 
erate granting of autonomy to colonies, villages, 
and municipalities, and by the deliberate foster- 
ing of private and cooperative businesses to serve 
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as checks and balances to State controlled enter- 
prises. This fear of bureaucracy is not only a 
result of contemporary experience with levia- 
than states where distinctions in rewards and 
prizes have created vast inequalities, and where 
fear of punishment represses the initiative and 
freedom of the worker, but stems as well from 
ancient Jewish experience with the colossal 
bureaucracy of Egypt. There, too, great installa- 
tions like the Pyramids were made possible by 
the concentration of power in the state. There, 
too, an ever-normal granary initiated by Joseph 
saved the peasantry from starvation in the fam- 
ine years. But the cost was frightful. The price 
for this security was human freedom and human 
dignity. Perhaps the reason Moses carried the 
bones of Joseph to sepulchre them in Eretz was 
to remind us of the folly of a too centralized 
authority. 


JF THE KiBBvTZ or collective is giving way more 

and more to the moshav or cooperative, it is 
not because the latter form is proving more 
economically productive than the former, but 
is more due to the fact that the latter 
form offers more room for individual freedom 
and personal initiative. The experience of the 
kolboz in Russia, of the cooperatives in Sweden, 
Denmark, England and Canada, has no doubt 
been instructive. Helpful also was the record 
of the jubilee year in our Bible. Leviticus records 
the end product of a long experimentation with 
economic plans which would guarantee a certain 
basic equality without repressing incentive for 
greater produetion or disregarding differential 
rewards for greater industry. The return of the 
land to the original owner on the 50th year gave 
everyone a fresh start — but the intervening 
years allowed differential rewards on the basis 
of ability and industry. Cooperative schools, 
vocational training centers, hospitals, libraries, 
health and nursing services can be rationalized 
on the basis of enlightened conservation of 
human resources, but they strongly echo the 
lesson of our experience from going to and fro 
among the nations, where we saw how dismal 
indeed was the lot of the stranger, and where 
we built the magnificent instrumentalities of 
zedakah. The historic sense of social responsibili- 
ty, of inter-relatedness and communal involve- 
ment has partly immunized the builders of Eretz 
from the primitive psychology that the fear of 
hunger and nakedness must be ever present as an 
indispensible incentive for the necessary work 
of the community. 


If the ingathering of the exiles — coming as 
they do from every nation, and from every cul- 
tural, social and economic condition — has not 
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split the land with a confusion of tongues and 
a multiplicity of designs, it is due not only to 
the brilliant statesmanship of the present leader. 
ship, but even more because the leadership and 
the people have been informed by these historic 
hunches and evaluations, and are reflecting that 
common universe of discourse which the tradi. 
tion provided in the midst of the nations. 

We have gathered together not only the exiles, 
but the saving ideas of mankind, and are knit. 
ting them together in true eclectic Jewish fashion 
and adding the Jewish label — bearing the three. 
fold signature of Israel, God and Torah. What. 
ever zealotry is manifest in Israel (aside from 
the Neturei Karta) is largely in the spirit of the 
advocacy not in the content of the cause advo- 
cated.. And this is good, for the variety of 
impacts on Israel, and the open receptivity to 
these impacts is creating a social structure which 
gives the lie to many of the harsh dichotomies 
and false alternatives of history, the brittle Pro- 
crustian “either-ors” on the sharp horns of which 
so much of quick human flesh has been impaled, 
Already we see in Eretz that there is no mutual 
exclusiveness between private and collective en- 
terprise. Grocery stores, clothing stores, cinemas, 
repair shops, beauty parlors, and all personal 
service industries are best managed privately; 
while busses, railroads, shipping, postal services 
are best run by the state. And there are enter- 
prises like building construction which are joint- 
ly managed by the state and private entrepren- 
eurs, and some have a three-fold management 
of state, cooperative, and individual managers, 
There are some lands which are most usefully 
exploited by private ownership, some by coop- 
erative management, some by completely com- 
munized colonies. The Jewish National Fund 
adds a unique note of national ownership and 
leasehold (as distinguished from state ownership) 
which makes numberless contributors through- 
out the world into non-profit shareholders. 


THE STATE OF ISRAEL has laid the ghost of the 

“secular vs. sacred split” by showing that 2 
workable arrangement can be developed where 
matters of faith and personal status can be the 
province of religious courts, while other matters 
come under the jurisdiction of civil courts. There 
will always be overlapping areas and jurisdic- 
tional disputes, but the over-all picture shows 
that the “either-or” alternative of the fanatics 
was not so much a reflection of reality as a con- 
fession of impatience of spirit and lust for power. 

Gone, too, is the robust dichotomy between 
city and country, urban and rural, sophisticate 
and peasant. The Jewish farmer often works at 
a trade in the off-season. He is in close contact 
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with the city and the city with him. He reads beauty of Holiness. This was the normalcy 
and the same books, hears the same music, belongs which Pinsker predicted would return to the 
y to o the same union, and votes in the same party ghostly body of Israel once he set his wandering 
ader- with his city brother. There is no cultural lag, feet on his own home soil. 


he no karen — aging _ Iam writing of much more than Socialism in 
cha ee ike ¢ th “a “ i id i classical meanings. I am writing of Israel- 
radi. eee are OF the Werden worst. Socialism — the most recent and best adaptation 

Absent, as well, is a cousin schizophrenia — of Jewish Socialism. This is zedakah—that sense 


xil the division between professional, white-collar, of right relationship between man and man, 
wr | brain worker and the denim clad son of toil. The whose achievement Jeremiah predicted would 
rere works of A. D. Gordon and Ber Borochov and minimize the need for externally imposed law. 
we Nachum Syrkin have born their fruit. The dig- And this zedakah is the foundation stone of 
“we nity of labor and the spiritual fulfillment of self- shalom — the peace which is the harmony and 
f ~ labor have become part of the emotional climate fullness resulting from the proper balance be- 
F the of the land. So firmly established has this spirit- tween production and distribution, aspiration 
d : val comraderie of all who toil by hand or brain and fulfillment, self and society, order and 
CVO- } become, that even Mr. Koestler fails to recreate freedom. 

y of |» anti-intellectual native peasant. And the 
Y tO | chances are good that this “‘climate” will prevent 
hich the Yemenites, Morrocans, and Iraqui from fall- 


MUeS | ing into a fixed, lowly caste. 


Pro- “ " pe i : 
hich Israel is most uncongenial to rigid categories 


aled and dogmatic categorists. Where is the bite of 
| relevance in the simon pure Herzlians who would 
renounce the diaspora and put the eggs of Jew- 


Thousands of American Jewish youths serv- 
ing a sense of belonging as Jews and a place on 
the large battlefront for social justice would find 
in the record of the Histadrut in Israel a glorious 
answer to their needs and a vigorous challenge 
to their splendid energies. I trust that the urgent 
needs of the hour will lift sufficiently to enable 
te ish hope entirely in Eretz? Young Israel, still the ee - tell the story. of ge geen 
‘onal | “88ing out of a war's aftermath, nevertheless t© the English speaking world. It wo ° 
ei sends the best of its students, business men, ar- ™#nna for famished spirits. 

“5 | tists to America, Canada, Australia, South Afri- 
vices : 

ster. 1% % learn what the diaspora can teach Israel. 
ball And where is the relevance of the autonomists 
ill — ae eye wha Saeed that 

iddish was the mother tongue and the teemin CONGRESS 

nent | centers of East Europe the new Jerusalems ied HOTEL 
Bet | which would go forth the Torah? ON SACKETT LAKE, MONTICELLO, N. Y. 


fully 
MR. ZEE and SAM HONIG, Owner Management 
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al Pourricat. ZioNIsM vs. cultural; state vs. com- 
end monwealth; philanthropy vs. nationalism; Opens May 25 Ideal for Families 
al refuge Vs. renaissance; nationalism vs. cosmo- 
hip} politanism. How gauche and spindly do these INDOOR AND OUTDOOR SPORTS * COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
ugh- debater s catch words appear in the light of that ORCHESTRA ¢ ENTERTAINMENT © DANCING NITELY 
which has actually taken place in Eretz. The 
catholicity of impulses draining down from * 
th 2,000 years of history, and the urgency of our Reserve NOW for 
be : needs have conspired to make a healing balm in JULY 4th WEEKEND 
Gilead which fuses together the splintered mus- 
here | cles and severed arteries of old man Israel. The ee ee 
de a - — to supply a nacht-asyl ~ . 
the hunted are the same measures to establish , 
here justice for the home-born. The needs of the — _ “ ? ye a 
sdic- spirit for a people who have never muted the gue minee 
105 call of the spirit are the needs which alert social COMPLETE PROGRAM FROM § AM. TO 8 P.M. 
atics Fworkers and psychosomatic physicians would , 
con Sprescribe for the rehabilitation of the displaced 
wet. fand the found. The ingathering of the exiles PHONE: MONTICELLO 1051 
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icate }persed psyche of Israel and has brought a whole- 
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Israel's Economic Problems 
HOW TO SOLVE THEM 


by Abraham Dickenstein 


HE ESTABLISHMENT of the State of Israel has 
entirely solved the question of the political 
status of the country, and partially solved mili- 
tary problems. Some of the economic questions 
with which the Jewish Community struggled 
under the Mandate have been considerably 
simplified. 

The problem of land for colonization has been 
settled. There are now 20 million dunams of 
land at the disposal of the Jewish people, to 
colonize and cultivate. We are free to utilize 
all the water supplies from underground and 
surface sources, and the State has created favor- 
able fiscal conditions and policies for the devel- 
opment of the country on a scale never dreamed 
of before. 

The State is a primary factor in solving the 
problems on which the “Ingathering of Exiles” 
depends, though it cannot achieve this alone. In 
order to understand the scope of the task, we 
must analyze briefly the economic conditions 
under which the State was created, and the 
problems it has faced from its inception. If one 
considers the chaos which the British left behind 
them, the costly war of liberation, coupled with 
the necessity of maintaining a well-equipped 
army, the absorption of nearly 400,000 immi- 
grants who came to Israel during the first two 
years of the State and the need for creating pre- 
liminary conditions for the ultimate increase 
of the Jewish population to at least two million 
within the next three to four years, one gets 
a notion of the vastness of the undertaking. 

Israel today has a population of 1,250,000, of 
whom 1,080,000 are Jews, and 170,000 of other 
nationalities. Of the total Jewish population, 
400,000 have arrived during the last two years. 
Nearly 100,000 of these newcomers are still in 
the reception centers. About 300,000 have been 
absorbed into the existing economy in one way 
or another. Though not yet entirely absorbed, 
they are no longer public charges, as can be 
evidenced by the fact that for the month of 
April only 5,600 “wholly unemployed” were 
registered with the Labor Exchanges. This figure 
does not include thousands of “social cases.” 
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The authorjs the president of Ampal, the American Palestine 
Trading Corfiation whose manifold activities are described 
in this article. The recent opening in New York City of Ampal 
House marks the pers and fruitfulness of Ampal’s operation 
in behalf of Isra 
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The national wealth of the country is estiny. 
ted at $1.5 billions. The national income fy 
1949 was estimated at nearly $672 millions, Thy 
three Government budgets, (Regular Budget 
which was balanced during the first two years 
the Development Budget which was parth 
covered by taxation and partly by loans; an 
the Military Budget) amounted to about $35 
millions in 1949. 


This means that over 50% of the nation 
income was spent by the Government in 1949, 
Approximately half of this amount was spent for 
immigration. Considering that 400,000 of th 
present population arrived in the country only 
recently, we find that the consumer force in. 
creased by 65%, while production increased on 
an average of only 35%. The comparatively 
large amount being spent by the military aly 
created a large demand. All these are inflation. 
ary factors, and if not for strict austerity, ration- 
ing, and price control, conditions would be even 
worse. Through strict government measures th 
cost of living has been reduced by 15%. 


But the cost of production is still very high 
This in turn is the result of insufficient capital: 
ization for the absorption of immigration. As 
we stated before, about 300,000 of the new im- 
migrants were absorbed in the existing economy. 
This absorption called for a minimum net in- 





vestment of over $500,000. Actual net invest: 
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ments in the country from all sources amountell etabji: 
to about $200 million in this period. The greatl§ betwee 


expanded consumers demand—the acute need 


$600 r 


for the importation of building material for} Jewish 
housing; the need for new modern tools anéf the St. 
machinery for agriculture, industry, transporte} oys 


tion and communications which are a sine qu 
non for the increase of production—all demand 
colossal amounts in foreign currency. 


The gross imports into the country amountel 
to about $260 millions in 1949, as against only 
about $30 million worth of exports. The ga 





between the expenditures in foreign currency 
for imports, and the amounts received in foreigt 
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currency from exports were covered by variowyMent ¢ 
sources. These were mainly goods brought it Jewish 
by the immigrants themselves; goods transferrelg’1 inc: 


to the country as investment capital; the freeing 
of the sterling balances; the American Expott: 
Import Bank loan and other loans; and the cot- 
tributions of Jews through the National Funds. 
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Approximately 35% of the imports were con- 
wmer goods; 65% were capital goods and raw 
materials for industry and agriculture. But the 
necessity of spending any precious foreign sur- 
rency for consumer goods instead of for capital 
goods to encourage greater production, creates 
4 vicious circle. On the one hand, production 
must reach levels to satisfy the consumer demand 
and that requires foreign exchange for import- 
ing machinery and equipment. On the other 
hand, in order, to feed the population, huge 
amounts of foreign exchange must be spent on 
consumer goods. The difficulties arising from 
this “vicious circle” are the main economic prob- 
lem of Israel today. 
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[ris hard to plan Israel’s future because of the 


- ; 
—_ dynamics of its growing population. It is 
ent il much easier to figure out the needs of a country 


which has a static population, and which grows 
through measurable natural increase. But plan- 
ning in Israel is dependent on an increase of the 
sod population from the outside. The plans recently 
atively discussed before the Knesseth call for a Jewish 
ry ale population of at least two million by the end of 

1954, which means an increase of about 800,000 
people. This plan is based on the cultivation of 
five million dunams of land, of which 700,000 
would be under irrigation. According to this 
program, the percentage of earners among the 
population would reach 37% and the national 
income would increase to $1.4 billions. The plan 
calls for an investment of about $2 billions, of 
which 780 millions would be spent in foreign 
currency. 

In order to discover from where the means 
will come, let us analyze how Zionist coloniza- 
inves} tion work in Palestine was financed until the 
ountel§ establishment of the State. It is estimated that 
greatlil between the two World Wars, the amount of 
| need} $600 millions was invested; this established the 
ial forh Jewish community, and laid the foundations for 
Is anil the State. Until 1936, contributions from vari- 
ports} ous sources were as follows: contributions 
ne Qs through the National Funds amounted to about 
emand} 20%; the 500,000 immigrants who came to the 

country during this period brought 70%; Jew- 
yuntelf sh capital from abroad (from people who did 
t onlyp20t emigrate to Palestine) amounted to 5%; the 
he gap savings of the Jewish Community in Palestine, 
rrencip> Per cent. 
oreig)} From 1937 onward and up to the establish- 
rariou ment of the State of Israel, the savings of the 
ght it Jewish Community of Palestine began to play 
ferreg’n increasingly important role in the develop- 
‘reeingyment of the country. With the establishment 
xport}of the State, new factors were created for finan- 
e confcing the development of he country. As stated 
unds, }before, the State itself has contributed, from 
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the proceeds of taxation and from loans, a large 
proportion of what has been spent for the ab- 
sorption of immigrants. Most recent immigrants 
have brought only small amounts of capital as 
contrasted with the interwar years. 


Wat can be expected from the sources which 

are mainly responsible for the upbuilding 
of the country, and the integration of the new- 
comers into its economy during the next five 
years? 

1.) The Israel population may provide as 
much as $500 millions through savings and taxa- 
tion for development purposes. 

2.) The National Funds, which collect con- 
tributions from Jews all over the world may 
be responsible for another $500 million during 
the coming five years. 

The problem, therefore, is how to get another 
three-fourths of a billion during the next four 
or five years. Let us see from what sources this 
amount can be obtained, and what can be ex- 
pected from each one of them: 

1.) Foreign Investment by Jews throughout 
the world: This is supposed to be the main source 
of investment capital, but it has not proven to 
be so. Unfortunately, this kind of capital has 
not fulfilled our expectations, though we hope 
it will enter the country on an ever increasing 
scale. Immigrants may be able to bring in mod- 
erate amounts of capital. However, we would 
be mistaken to expect more than $250 millions 
during the coming 4-5 years through private 
foreign investment and assets brought in by the 
immigrants. 

2.) International Investments by large indus- 
trial and development corporations from abroad: 
Even less can be expected from this source. Per- 
haps in the future, if peace prevails, (and let us 
hope it will) foreign companies will learn what 
a great opportunity Israel offers them in develop- 
ing their business with the entire Middle East. 
The geographic position of the country, which 
borders on three great continents—Asia, Europe, 
and Africa—and the energies, skills, and know- 
how of the Israel population offer a real oppor- 
tunity for foreign capital to develop industries 
and trade in this part of the world under-devel- 
oped at the present moment, but with great 
potentialities. However, this source remains an 
unknown quantity, and it would be idle to pro- 
phesy how much foreign “non-sentimental” cap- 
ital will come and in what, probably modest, 
proportions. 

3.) International Government Loans: Inter- 
national government loans may be forthcoming 
from time to time. Most of these loans are, of 
course, motivated by political reasons. Because 
of the strict neutrality of Israel in the colossal 
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struggle between West and East, not much can 
be expected from this source. Of course, Israel 
may benefit from Point Four of the President’s 
program for under-developed countries. We may 
even get some additional loans from the Export- 
Import Bank, or from the World Bank—but 
considering the size of loans these banks have 
extended to other nations, and the present world 
situation, it is impossible to estimate how much 
can be expected. 

4.) Loans from Jews throughout the World: 
This must become the main source for the fulfill- 
ment of the Four-Year Plan of the State of Israel. 
World Jewry has always helped its vanguard in 
Israel. The existence of the State of Israel and 
the absorption of all Jews who want to live 
there is not only a question of sentiment for the 
Jewish people. It is a condition for its survival. 
World Jewry has always treated the problem 
of Zionist Palestine, and now the Israel problem, 
from this angle, otherwise, it would have never 
contributed as much as it did, nor been so closely 
identified with the great task of re-building Is- 
rael. It is, therefore, natural that we look to 
the Jewish people as the main source for the 
financial requirements of the Four-Year Plan. 
A well-established Jewish State, whose doors are 
always open to any Jew who wants to go there, 
is the main guarantee for the survival of Jewish 
communities everywhere. Today the situation is 
such that the absorption of hundreds of thou- 
sands must take place immediately. Therefore, 
the Government of Israel should act at once and 
ask World Jewry to extend a long-term loan 
which will be repaid partly from the income of 
the National Funds and partly from the in- 
creased production of Israel itself. The amount 
of the loan should be $400 millions, for repay- 
ment in twenty annual installments, of $20 mil- 
lions each, with interest at the rate customary 
for government loans in this country and in 
England. 

There is no doubt that the export of Israel 
products will increase tremendously after the 
necessary capital goods and raw materials are 
secured. This will create a large amount of for- 
eign currency to be utilized for the repayment 
of loans. I feel that the Government should act 
quickly on the question of a loan issue, while 
there is a sense of communal Jewish responsibility 
towards the absorption of immigrants from the 
Arabian countries and Eastern Europe, and while 
such immigrants are still permitted to leave. 

5.) Investments of Jews, and non-Jews in 
Israel Securities: An additional source, mainly a 
“Jewish” source, from which substantial amounts 
can be expected, is investments in Israel public 
utilities. It is much easier for a Jew who does 
not intend to settle in Israel with his family to 
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invest in a security than to make a direct inyegy,. 
ment. Jews, as a practical people, do not beliey, 
in absentee ownership, and therefore, it is easie 
for them to buy a good security than to buijij 
a factory, or to plant an orange grove. 

There is a lot of talk about the fears of Jey, 
to invest in Israel because of a Labor govern. 
ment and parliament, I want to state here thy 
this fear is deliberately exaggerated by all kind 
of dubious “well-wishers,” and that it is sprea 
mainly by those who would like to see Isra 
under a different type of government. No gov. 
ernment on earth (including the United States) 
has done more to attract foreign investment; 
The recent Investment Law (passed by the Kne. 
set) offers special inducements and priorities t) 
foreign capital. In addition, the personal atten. 
tion given by Government leaders to every seri. 
ous prospective investor is proof of the attitué 
of the Government and of the people of Israd 
towards foreign investors. Malicious rumors ar 
being spread, first by unscrupulous politicians 
and secondly by some Jews who do not wish t 
invest in Israel for personal and other reasons 
The latter spread libels in order to quiet thei 
own consciences, and to excuse themselves befor 
the communities and organizations which wine(| 
and dined them at banquets before they went 
to visit Israel. 

The truth of the matter is that the inflation 
existing in Israel, due to the aforementioned 
teasons, and the high cost of living and produ- 
tion as a consequence of this inflation, prevent 
people with small capital from investing som 
of their funds in Israel. The Government of 
Israel is doing everything in its power to checl 
inflation, and it should be said openly that m 
other labor government on earth would hav 
dared to reduce wages in order to lower the cos 
of production, as the Government of Israel did 
The great masses of Jews everywhere, are né 
taken in by current misrepresentations, and the 
will gladly purchase stocks and bonds in govern: 
ment-owned public utilities corporations, ot 
semi-government owned companies. The Gov- 
ernment of Israel should not have been obliged ti 
spend several millions of dollars from the Ex 
port-Import Bank loan for the purchase of com: 
munications equipment. Instead, the Govern: 
ment should have established the Israel Te- 
phone and Telegraph Company as a separate 
corporation whose stock would be sold every: 
where. People who deal in securities know th 





great success of American Telephone and Tel 
graph, and other telephone companies. There i 
no reason why American and other Jews shoul 
not buy the stock of an Israel Telephone an! 
Telegraph Corporation. The same holds true fo! 
an electrical corporation, a transportation cot 
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poration, Israel railroads, the Dead Sea works, 
and any other companies which are engaged in 
public utilities and in developing the natural re- 
sources of the country. Government corpora- 
tions should be established for the irrigation 
works of the country, for housing, and for ho- 
tels. Such sources could bring at least $200 mil- 
lions for the financing of the Four-Year Plan. 

Together with the loan issue as stated above, 
these two sources could bring at least $600 mil- 
lion during the next four to five years. There 
is no substitute for them. They are the only 
natural sources from which the financing of 
Israel can come. These two sources—a loan from 
Jews, and the sale of Government and semi- 
government securities among Jews— are the only 
two real hopes, and the sooner the Government 
of Israel will understand this, the sooner adequate 
capital will be available. 


My estimates are based on a small experiment 

made during the past eight years, which has 
proved more or less successful, considering its 
scope and limitations. In 1942, when Hitler had 
occupied practically all of Europe and his armies 
were on Egyptian soil, the cooperative sector of 
Israel decided to establish in the United States 
a permanent economic and financial institution 
which would have its own capital, and would 
perform several economic functions. 

As a result of this decision, and with the co- 
operation of a group of American business men 
who dared to join this venture, the Ampal- 
American Palestine Trading Corporation was 
registered as a New York Corporation in Febru- 
ary, 1942. Its task was to serve as residential 
buyer for the Palestine cooperative institutions, 
to trade and create a market for goods manufac- 
tured in Palestine, to establish shipping facilities, 
and to finance all this with American capital. 

Only eight years have passed . . . years of the 
second World War, and of the struggle for the 
liberation of Palestine. Summarizing the status 
and activities of this comparatively small corpor- 
ation today, we get encouraging evidence as to 
the attitude of American Jews towards Palestine 
and Israel. 

Ampal (American Palestine Trading Corpor- 
ation) is today a corporation with six affiliated 
corporations operating in this country and in 
Canada. Ampal’s total assets are close to $16 
million, which were raised as follows: Close to 
$4 million from the sale of the corporation 
shares and surplus; over $7 million from the 
sale of the corporation’s 3% Ten Year, Sinking 
Fund debentures; over $2 million from banking 
credits in this country; and the balance from 
the participation of others in the affiliated or- 
ganizations. 
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Since the beginning, Ampal has financed pro- 
jects including long-term loans up to ten years, 
medium-term loans, and some investments, to 
the amount of close to $18 million of which $15 
million was extended during the three years 
since the decision to partition Palestine was taken 
by the United Nations. 

These figures speak for themselves. In the dark 
days at the beginning of the War of Liberation, 
Ampal was one of the main sources for the 
financing of Israel purchases in this country. 
Ampal’s wholly owned subsidiary, Israel Purch- 
asing Service, which was established in 1945, 
has purchased about $40 million worth of Amer- 
ican capital goods, machinery, and consumer 
goods. In the beginning of 1948, when the Brit- 
ish frightened all shipping lines from coming 
to the shores of Israel, Ampal, together with 
others, engaged in the shipping business through 
the American Israeli Shipping Company, which 
is 5}0%—owned by Ampal. 

During 1948, about twenty ships were chart- 
ered and dispatched to Israel. It is worth remark- 
ing that the first vessel which arrived with 5,000 
tons of flour to Israel in June, 1948, was a vessel 
chartered by the American Israeli Shipping Com- 
pany. This company in turn has taken the in- 
itiative in establishing the Israel-American Line, 
whch now operates four vessels of the Canadian 
Victory type (the largest vessel in the Israel Mer- 
chant Marine) under the Israel flag. 

For the purpose of purchasing Canadian com- 
modities, and to finance these purchases, Ampal, 
together with a group of Canadian friends, es- 
tablished the Canpal-Canadian Palestine Trad- 
ing Company, Ltd. in Canada. 

Last year, together with The Workmen’s 
Housing Co., Shikun, Ltd., of Israel, Ampal es- 
tablished the American Israeli Housing Co. 
Shikun, Inc., which is trying to interest Ameri- 
can Jews and others in the building of coopera- 
tive apartment houses in Israel at a very low 
cost. The parent company of Ampal, the Work- 
ers’ Bank, Ltd., established the Israel Securities 
Corporation. 

The entire Ampal-American Palestine Trad- 
ing Corporation, together with its affiliated or- 
ganization has done business for about $30 
millions in 1949, the business including financing, 
purchasing, and selling of Israel products. In 
the last several years, Ampal has sold Israel-cut 
and polished diamonds for over $2 million. (The 
diamonds are cut and polished by cooperatives 
in Israel.) Ampal is now discussing the establish- 
ment of a special company whose sole task will 
be to import Israel-made products. 

Here is an example of what was done by a 
small group due to the sympathetic attitude of 
the American Jew towards Israel. 
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(From "She Dwellieth in the Gardens") 


by Hayim Hazaz 


JAAMA GAVE Rumyeh leeway of three or four “Love? Love? 


Vdays to come to herself and change her ways. 
When she did not, but continued to come home 
late nights, and later every night, she took and 
had a talk with her. 

“What is this with you, daughter?” she spoke 
up and said, “Every night, every night my heart 
is burned up. I get set to wait when will you 
come, and every time I hear the sound of steps 
or some knocking outdoors, I say: Here she 
comes, here she comes, but you don’t care at 
all. The Blessed Name grant you understanding, 
O my daughter!” 

“No need to worry about me, Mama,” Rum- 
yeh answered easily, like an old-timer, “Do you 
think I’m a baby? Go see what a crowd is in 
the street strolling, chatting, singing, gay. What 
do you want, that I should be like an old woman, 
and come to sleep with the chickens? I can go 
out walking even after midnight and the streets 
are still full of people, so there’s no need to be 
afraid about me.” 

“But you’re robbing my sleep on me, I can’t 
sleep,” Naama quavered like a sickly fowl, and 
spoke complaining, “How could I go to sleep, 
with you still outside?” 

“Mama, you can sle-ep whenever you want 
to and you may be sure at heart that nothing bad 
will happen to me. I’m no different from all the 
others, hundreds of girls are out walking.” 

“No, no, my girl. I will not consent. I want 
you to come and sleep, you must rest and rest 
your body, so you'll wake healthy in the morn- 
ing. What do you need those walks for?” 

“But, Mama, if I’m not sleepy yet, what am 
I to do? Come to sleep, when I’m not sleepy? 
It’s better for me to walk a little.” 

“No, no, no,” Naama would not take it, “And 
what’s more, you go to sleep hungry. Because 
from the time you ate at your lady’s house till 
after midnight, it’s certain you’re hungry, and 
there’s nothing in the house. So, there you are, 
going to bed without food, on an empty stomach. 
That’s wrong, my child. When you sleep on an 
empty stomach, you get certain bad dreams and 
certain bad thoughts.” 

“T have no bad thoughts,” Rumyeh wagged 
her body from side to side like a meadowlark 
walking and made her excuse to her mother, 
“Mine are only good thoughts, always.” 

“So, only good thoughts you have, always?” 
Naama flashed her teeth at her like a cadaver, 


. . + That I know already, and 
that’s just why I’m afraid for you.” 

“Didn’t I tell you already: Don’t be afraid 
and don’t worry,” Rumyeh tried to put it out 
of her mind, “Suppose if I fell in love, what of it? 
I’m just like other people, and like you too when 
you were my age. When you were my age, were 
you still unmarried?” 

“Yooh, so help me if I did anything!” Naama 
clasped her hands together in sorrow, “I never 
went walking and I never fell in love. Lord for- 
bid and forfend, O my child! During the hours 
when you’re out on’ those walks of yours I was 
at the millstones, grinding my half pint every 
night, and sometimes a pint. We never knew a 
thing of all those plagues of yours. When my 
parents saw me that I was already fit, they took 
me quick from the millstones right straight to 
the bridal canopy, and married me off without 
my knowing who or what your father was, 
handsome or ugly, tall or short. Yes, they found 
him for me. Not like this bitter generation when 
you go a-walking and a-strolling with each other 
before marriage, and pick and choose, which boy 
pleases which girl and which girl pleases which 
boy, as though it was clothing or fruits or a pot, 
where you put on airs before the storekeeper: 
That one is no good, that is rotten, that’s broken 
already. Yooh, yooh, the boy won’t get married 
until he’s already tried two dozen girls, dropping 
this one and dropping that one and taking anoth- 

er as though they were eggs to take home from 
market. This one’s fresh, that one’s stale. . .” 

“Well then, Mama, you’ve already had your 
day,” Rumyeh topped her argument and spoke 
flippantly, “but I haven’t had mine yet, and you 
want I should be like you? If all the girls would 
do like you, the world wouldn’t go on and Eretz 
Israel wouldn’t go on. And in general! What 
sense is there to marriage so long as you haven't 
learned to know your fellow and studied his 
character and his ways? First you have to know 
each other, and then if I already love him and 
he loves me — fine. But just so, without being 
acquainted and knowing each other and no feel- 
ing whatsoever, just to get married — no, no. 
Never!” 

“That, my child, is just what I’m afraid of 
for you —” Naama raised her eyes, moistened 
her lips, and said, “and I want to talk to you 
about it. That is what I’m afraid of, something 
that’s no good at all, at all... .” 
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“What thing?” Rumyeh shrugged her should- many plagues are busy with her every night, 
et forward and spoke with an aggrieved and and the other’s already in the Jaffa cafés. And 
gloomy air. what do you say to Hamama, for we already 
“This thing, O daughter,” Naama laid both see that not only are they talking about her, 
her thin arms on her heart and spoke on a long but we already see her belly swelling day by 
tone, “that wherever you see love, you'll see day, and she puts on as though she has worms. 
| trouble and all ills.” What worms? — a kitten she has already! All 
» and that’s the fruit of love. But you, my child, I 
fraid T THAT, she ceased speaking and sat musing know and —_ = a Pade not lead 
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th- the Blessed Name that He is, first of all, the LABOR ZIONIST PUBLICATIONS 
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Studies of Prejudice 


by Ben 


T= MOUNTAIN labored, we say, and brought 
forth a mouse. What did we expect it to 
bring forth — another mountain? The tone 
of indignant surprise in which we utter this 
saying only points to our own delusions about 
the character of mountains and of bringing 
forth. A mountain is not organic and when it 
seems to labor, it is actually doing no more than 
shifting its bulk. What it can “bring forth” 
has to be something organic, consequently it can 
be as large as a mouse or perhaps a.bear, and even 
these are “brought forth” by some other process 
than the mountain’s own “labor.” The moun- 
tain rumbles, and the mouse rushes forth in 
obedience to its reflexes in respect to the noises 
of earthquakes and landslides. 

As a review of the recent broadside of books* 
issued by the American. Jewish Committee on 
the social psychology and the dynamic analysis 
of the “prejudiced individual” the above para- 
graph, it seems to me, says everything essential. 
But we live in a time when all parables require 
interpretation. So, I will try to be more explicit. 

What did the American Jewish Committee 
“expect” to achieve when it went into a project 
which has already cost what must be a fairly 
large amount of money and taken considerable 
time and man-hours of effort, the results of 
which are now presented to us in several thou- 
sand pages of type with no end in sight? One 
may have a shrewd notion that they did not at 
bottom expect anything very definite, though 
they may have had vague hopes. Having suc- 
ceeded by their traditional methods in breeding 
only mice with which to drive off the beasts of 
their nightmares, they hoped to apply a stronger 
and more popular magic, the mountainous magic 
of science. 

On the surface, however, they were able to 
formulate in relatively precise terms what they 
“expected”: “Our aim is not merely to describe 
prejudice but to explain it in order to help in 
its eradication. . . . Eradication means re-educa- 
tion, scientifically planned on the basis of under- 
standing scientifically arrived at. And education 
in a strict sense is by its nature personal and 
psychological. Once we understand, for exam- 





* The Authoritarian Personality, by T. W. Adorno, Else 
Frenkel-Brunswik, Daniel I. Levinson and R. Nevitt Sanford, 
Harper & Brothers, $7.50. 

Dynamics of Prejudice, by Bruno Bettelheim and Morris 
Janowitz, Harper & Brothers, $3.50. 

Anti-Semitism and Emotional Disorder, by Nathan W. Acker- 
man and Marie Jahoda, Harper & Brothers, $2.50. 
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ple, how the war experience may in some case 
have strengthened personality traits predisposed 
to group hatred, the educational remedies may 
follow logically. Similarly, to expose the psy. 
chological tricks in the arsenal of the agitator 
may help to immunize his prospective victims 
against them.” But it does not take very deep 
study of the implications of these statements to 
show that intelligent men like the leaders of the 
American Jewish Committee could hardly have 
taken them seriously — if they had given them 
a modicum of thought when they were made. 


Did the leaders of the American Jewish Com- 
mittee really believe, when they underwrote a 
study of the “psychological tricks” of fascist 
agitators, that the results could somehow be used 
to “immunize . . . prospective victims”. That 
seems hardly likely: after, all, the field of “propa- 
ganda analysis” was not new, and all the “psy- 
chological tricks” likely to be discovered were 
fairly well known, so that if the aim was to 
discover a “serum” or “antidote,” it could have 
been approached directly—let us say, the A.J.C. 
could have spent the money it laid out on this 
study for a series of courses in propaganda an- 
alysis to be given in the Yorkville section of New 
York City, the Mission Hill and Roxbury dis- 
tricts in Boston, and other areas where “‘prospec- 
tive victims” of fascist agitators are concentra- 
ted. They did not do it then, nor are they any 
more likely to do it now that their own study of 
fascist propaganda tricks is completed — because 
they know very well, once they put this question 
seriously to themselves, that familiarity with 
these “tricks” does mot indicate how to “immun- 
ize” the “prospective victims” against them. In- 
deed, by sponsoring studies on the psychoanalytic 
dynamics of prejudice the American Jewish 
Committee implicitly assumed that the “vic- 
tims” of fascist agitation readily submit to being 
“tricked” because the “resulting” prejudice is 
of functional value to them in maintaining cer- 
tain “desirable” psychological states. 


Smarty with regard to the “re-education” 

which is supposed to “follow logically” from 
a knowledge of how “the war experience may 
in some cases have strengthened personality traits 
predisposed to group hatred.” Before entering 
into a study of this matter, the advisors of the 
American Jewish Committee must have had some 
idea of what kind of results they might possibly 
anticipate. If they stopped to think, they must 
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have realized that these results would be formu- specific legislation for the United States Congress 
ted in terms of such factors as the “security” or specific action programs for schools and social 
and “integration” of the individual’s personality, agencies to carry out? 

and in terms of social conditions (mainly in the It is only fair to these intelligent men to 
domain of family relations and early childhood suppose that they had no such precise expecta- 
environment) which undermine or bolster up tions when they entered into this project. And 
the individual’s “security” and “integration.” if they did, what they will read in the already 
Knowing this they would also have realized what published books is enough to copvince anyone 
hind of “educational remedies” might ‘follow that he need not expect “basic” researches into 
logically”: to cite examples, psychoanalytic the personality structure of anti-Semites to yield 
treatment of a large proportion of the fathers practical remedies that can be applied against 
and mothers of the country, social reforms of this “‘social disease.” And as a matter of fact, 
sufficiently far-reaching character to ensure that the A.J.C. research directors tell us in their fore- 
a large portion of our population would no word that “Since the completion of these studies 
longer have any objective reason to fear loss of the Department of Scientific Research of the 
status in American society, etc., etc. But can American Jewish Committee has moved ahead 
anyone imagine that in order to arrive at anti- into areas of research in which the unit of study 
cipated remedies such as these it would be neces- is the group, the institution, the community 
sary to undertake extensive and detailed re- rather than the individual.” Why did the de- 
garch? Or can anyone imagine that once these partment feel that it had to shift its focus of 
remedies were certified as “following logically” interest to the group in order to move ahead? 
from such research, the American Jewish Com- There is certainly sufficient room for advance 
mittee would itself undertake to put them into along the lines of research on “individual psy- 
effect — or, let us be less demanding, can anyone chology” begun by the present books (as is shown 
imagine the hardheaded members of the Com-_ by certain discrepancies which we shall refer to 
mittee, the lawyers and businessmen who author- later. But, it is a fair guess that the Depart- 
ized the outlay on these studies, expecting to ment felt that continuing this line of research 
prepare on the basis of such anticipated results could no longer plausibly be defended in terms 
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of moving “ahead” to the formulation of prac. 
tical remedies for anti-Semitism. 


WHETHER the Department reached this cop. 

clusion or not, it is amply justified by the 
evidence of the three books under discussion. One 
of these—the least ambitious, Amti-Semitism and 
Emotional Disorder, a study of a number of case 
records of patients undergoing psychoanalysis — 
offers no suggestions for “eradicating anti-Semi. 
tism by re-education.” The other two do offer 
such suggestions. And while each of these is an 
imposing piece of work in its own field, the pre. 
scriptions they offer for a cure of prejudice are 
either abstractly arbitrary or merely platitudin- 
ous, all the more so in comparison with the solid 
structure of research to which is attached s 
flimsy a scaffolding. 

The thousand-page volume on The Authori- 
tarian Personality has three or four pages at the 
end where it rather shamefacedly offers advice 
on “eradicating anti-Semitism.” Deprecatingly 
the authors say, “Although it is not a part of 
our task to prescribe or to plan programs for 
countering prejudice we may be permitted some 
remarks concerning the general implications of 
our research.” These are some of the remarks: 
Appeals to reason or sympathy fail with the 
prejudiced personality. Still if these appeals can 
be phrased in terms of conventional concepts or 
of the symbols of authority, they may prevent 
the discharge or conscious retention of prejudice. 
Legal restraints may be effective in the same way 
— but on the other hand it is well-known how 
fascists were able to pervert law to their own 
ends. It might help if victims tried to behave 
as much as possibe like their oppressors because 
“the prejudiced personality rejects difference,” 
but — “We say this cautiously because it is 
necessary continuously to be aware that the same 
tendencies to conformity which are praised in 
the ingroup may be condemned in the out- 
group.” 

So much concerning remedies for the ‘“‘symp- 
toms” of prejudice. Now as to the “eradication” 
of the disease itself: “. .. . a moment’s reflection 
will show that the therapeutic possibilities of 
individual psychology are severely limited. How 
could one cure one of our high scorers (on the 
tests for prejudice)? . . . When one considers 
the time and the amount of arduous work that 
would be required and the small number of avail- 
able therapists, and when he considers that many 
of the main traits of the ethnocentrist are pre- 
cisely those which, when they occur in the set- 
ting of a clinic, cause him to be regarded as a 
poor therapeutic risk, it appears at once that the 
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jirect contribution of individual psychotherapy 
has to be regarded as negligible. 

“Confronted with the rigidity of the adult 
ethnocentrist, one turns naturally to the question 
of whether the prospects for healthy personality 
sructure would not be greater if the proper 
influences were brought to bear earlier. . . . 
(Hence) attention becomes focused upon child 
training. It would not be difficult, on the basis 
of the clinical and genetic studies reported in 
this volume, to propose a program... . All that 
is really essential is that children be genuinely 
loved and treated as individual humans. But all 
the features of such a program would have the 
aspect of being more easily said than done. For 
ethnocentric parents, acting by themselves, the 
prescribed measures would probably be impos- 
sible... . In children then, as in the case of the 
adult ethnocentrist, we cannot expect psycholo- 
gy, by itself, to produce the desired result; one 
is too familiar with cases of young parents with 
the fullest intellectual understanding of modern 


23 


theories whose need to do the ‘correct’ thing 
prevents the very warmth and spontaneity which 
those theories prescribe . . . and other parents 
who with the best will and the best feelings are 
thwarted by the need to mould the child so that 
he will find a place in the world as it is... . 

“It seems obvious therefore that the modifi- 
cation of the potentially fascist structure cannot 
be achieved by psychological means alone. The 
task is comparable to that of eliminating neuro- 
sis, or delinquency, or nationalism from the 
world. These are products of the total organi- 
zation of society and are to be changed only as 
that society is changed. It is not for the psy- 
chologist to say how such changes are to be 
brought about.” 


THis 1s, generally speaking, good sense, though 

not by any means startlingly new. But such 
remarks do throw a chill light on the irrelevance 
of the vast labors of the book in which they 
appear to the stated purposes with which the 
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book was launched. This unfortunate fact quite 
obviously has embarrassed the authors of these 
studies, and in several places — the worst places 
in the books, passages ludicrously arbitrary and 
naive in the cantext of such sober and respon- 
sible fact-finding research — the authors make 
feeble efforts to pretend that they are really able 
to make therapeutic suggestions of some practi- 
cal value. 

Thus the same volume that we have just been 
quoting, after frankly admitting the inability 
of its own line of research to produce a practi- 
cal remedy for anti-Semitism, goes on to say: 
“The problem is one which requires the efforts 
of all social scientists.” The authors may have 
to admit that their own research has given little 
useful guidance as to therapy, but speaking in 
the name of “all social scientists” they need not 
be quite so guarded in their statements. And 
since they dare make such a claim for social 
science in general, they can then add the follow- 
ing: “All that we would insist upon is that in 
the councils or round tables where the problem 
is considered and action planned the psychologist 
should have a voice.” And why not? Any claim 
that can be made for “‘all social scientists” can 
undoubtedly be made with equal justice for 
psychologists as one, of the group. They are no 
less “scientific” than the rest, and their contri- 
bution to “all social science” is no less essential. 
But, as we shall have occasion to remark, the 
chances of any basic cure for prejudice being 
evolved by “all social scientists” are in principle 
no greater than for psychology alone. 

The other book of this trilogy which con- 
siders the question of “therapy” goes at it far 
more ambitiously, and makes itself far more 
ridiculous as a result. Dynamics of Prejudice 
devotes 25 of its 186 pages of text to “Reflec- 
tions, and Applications for Social Action.” The 
“Applications” part of the chapter repeats at 
much greater length all the proposals for curing 
the symptoms and basic syndrome of prejudice 
which are contained in The Authoritarian Per- 
sonality — and which can be found in stereo- 
typed pattern in any text book of “liberal” 
thought on social problems today: social security 
and personal freedom as the elements of a 
health cure for contemporary society. I do not 
wish to dissent from the doctrine, but I do wish 
to emphasize again how little it is based on the 
specific researches of either of these books. How- 
ever, in addition, possibly because even a verbose 
statement of these axioms did not pad the book 
enough, Dynamics of Prejudice contains a fat 
little section of “Reflections” in its concluding 
chapter. This consists of a series of slap-dash 
generalizations, completely devoid of any criti- 
cal sense, in which the concepts of the study 
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are applied to historical material. Evidently the 
authors were dimly aware how little their speci. 
fic research could serve as a solid foundation fo, 
the “remedies” they intended to propose, and 
therefore they tried to shore up the structure 
with these historical “reflections.” But since the 
authors do not in this book give evidence of any 
detailed study of history, their “reflections” jn. 
spire no confidence. 


THE MAIN concern of these comments has been 

to consider not the particular books just pub. 
lished on the psychology of prejudice, but the 
validity of the whole project which gave them 
birth. Nevertheless, simple fairness demands that 
some attention be given to what the books them. 
selves are, not what they pretend to be. More- 
over, from a brief discussion of what the books 
are it becomes clear why they cannot be what 
they are not. 

This whole series of studies has undertaken 
what appears to me to be one of the most prom- 
ising tasks of current social science: the valida- 
tion of psychoanalytic concepts in the broad 
field of social phenomena through applying the 
controlled techniques of statistical fact-finding. 
The great difficulty with “social science” has 
always been that its subject-matter is at the 
same time complex and essentially irreducible. 
One cannot generalize effectively out of the raw 
material of history, because it does not show 
such massive regularity as do the movements of 
planets. On the other hand, it is hard to select 
out of history simpler elements that do behave 
according to observable laws and at the same 
time form the essential patterns needed for un- 
derstanding what happens among man. Among 
the attempts to do so, one of the most interesting 
has been psychoanalysis, precisely because the 
regularities it selects cut out such a significant 
segment of human life. But there have been 
two limitations on the scientific value of psycho- 
analytic concepts, both arising from the fact 
that their use was confined to the analytic situ- 
ation: first, the process of verifying a psycho- 
analytic judgment remained vague, for it de- 
pended on an emotional adjustment of the pa- 
tient; second, the area of social behavior to which 
it applied remained narrow. 

In these books, two things are attempted: to 
verify psychoanalytic concepts by standard em- 
pirical tests — mainly statistical — and to apply 
them to a wider area of social phenomena. Pre- 
cisely because these concepts are so fruitful, it 
turns out that putting them to these tests leads 
to the discovery of new problems for research. 
Such new problems are suggested both in each 
of the three volumes separately and by compar- 
ing the results of any two. The discrepancies 
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between the findings of these three volumes, all 
gatting With the same conceptions but from 
diferent points of departure, will undoubtedly 
he discussed at length in scholarly periodicals. 
Some however, are obvious to any reader. The 
guiding conception of The Authoritarian Per- 
sonality is a distinction between independence of 
mind and traditionalism, to put it in common 
parlance. The Dynamics of Prejudice, on the 
other hand, is mainly interested in the degree of 
hostility and control in the make up of person- 
ality. In the first book, consequently, some traits 
labelled “‘stereotyped” are lumped together in 
the portrait of the “authoritarian” type which, 
in the second book, might be attributed in cer- 
tain cases to the “‘well-socialized,” and conse- 
quently non-fascist type. Asa general statement, 
it may be added that none of the beoks has 
really isolated a pure “‘fascist” or “anti-Semitic” 
type for study, because all were interested in 
certain broader personality traits which were 
surmised to be related to “fascism” or to “anti- 
Semitism” broadly defined. However, by raising 
questions of this sort, no less than in the many 
positive results mor¢ or less firmly established 
by the studies, significant contributions have 
been made to social science. The American 
Jewish Committee would deserve well of man- 
kind if it subsidized further research along these 
lines. ; 

But we have already quoted certain remarks 
of the Committee’s advisors which indicate that 
they intend to drop the particular lines of re- 
search already entered into and go “ahead” into 
other fields — and the very obvious implication 
is that they are doing so because they are dis- 
couraged about the prospects of finding a “cure.” 


Now 1 may readily be conceded that whereas 

specific research about “cures” for any social 
situation will yield relevant information about 
the “cure” experimented with, the “cures” which 
“follow logically” from “basic research” remain 
irrelevant and vague. To that extent, the “action 
research” techniques used by the American Jew- 
ish Congress are far more “practical” than the 
“basic research” program of the American Jew- 
ish Committee. But if this is the kind of thing 
the Committee is going in for, it would be well 
advised to moderate its claims. What any experi- 
ment with a “cure” for anti-Semitism can learn 
is the effect of the “cure” in the specific experi- 
mental situation. The relevance of this informa- 
tion to the problem as a whole is very, very 
uncertain, as is the case with many, many other 
attempts to guide human behavior. Most readers 
wil be able to check this statement easily if they 
recall the rapid succession of fads in childrearing 
or school techniques that they have seen in their 
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own lifetime. The wisest sentence in all the 
three volumes under discussion is the remark 
quoted above about how to raise unprejudiced 
children: ‘‘All that is really essential is that chil- 
dren be genuinely loved and treated as individ- 
ual humans.” And precisely this is something 
that cannot in principle be mechanically applied 
as a specific to “eradicate” prejudice, because 
success in using the “technique” depends not 
on “intellectual understanding” but on “warmth 
and spontaneity” — and even then the result is 
never guaranteed. 

It may be said that this reduces science to 
rule of thumb. As far as human, social therapy 
is concerned, that may be true. However much 
we may gain from specific studies in pragmatic 
education and human therapeutics, the basic con- 
tribution of these modern disciplines on a broad 
social scale has been the extent to which some of 
their underlying ethical doctrines — the doc- 
trines of human freedom — have been absorbed 
by a wide public. The most important applica- 
tions of these theories are their intuitive, day- 
by-day, rule of thumb application by laymen as 
well as professionals. 

Getting back to the American Jewish Com- 
mittee, I am inclined to doubt whether this view 
of the matter would make them disposed to 
support further research, with no greater hope 
for “results” than what I have suggested. But 
if only they think seriously about their project, 
they must themselves be unable to expect any 
more. Why do they do it, then? We are forced 
back on a psychological explanation. It is not 
really these results they are interested in, but 
something else. They are interested in merely 
doing something about anti-Semitism, and as the 
uselessness of each new thing becomes evident, 
they become interested in doing something new 
without examining it too carefully at the outset 
to see if it makes sense. 


All our intellectual interests and curiosities 
are motivated by one drive or another, and on 
these grounds we might perhaps pay no attention 
to the motives of the Committee. Let research 
flourish, whatever prompts its patrons to pay 
for it. But we are not interested only in research, 
we are interested also in the mental state of the 
Jewish community. It is a morbid sign that 
the Jewish community should feel driven into 
precisely this kind of curiosity, and that it should 
turn to “science” as to a sort of fetish for pro- 
tection against fear. It is a morbid sign that the 
American Jewish community’s intellectual curi- 
osity is so narrowly confined to its enemies and 
turns so stubbornly from itself, that it seeks 
charms and cures against danger instead of en- 
lightenment and wisdom for self-guidance. 
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TO DWELL IN SAFETY by 
Mark Wischnitzer. Philadelphia, 
Pa., The Jewish Publication So- 
ciety of America, 1948. 


HE BOOK is a carefully docu- 
mented and soberly recorded 
history of Jewish migration since 
1800. The author is a trained and 
experienced scholar who eschews 
sensationalism and prefers the ex- 
act statement rather than the pic- 
turesque. Nevertheless, the bare 
story is sufficiently sensational and 
picturesque. 

In an era of ever intensifying 
nationalism, there lived in Europe 
a unique human group numbering 
millions which could be neither 
disregarded as unimportant nor 
assimilated to the prevailing na- 
tional patterns. Emigration or ex- 
termination seemed to the govern- 
ments concerned from Czarist 
Russia to Nazi Germany the 
speediest solutions for ridding the 
national majorities of the unwant- 
ed group. Emigration was en- 
couraged as the more humane solu- 
tion and only when the free demo- 
cratic countries of the world re- 


fused to accept Jewish immigrants 
in adequate numbers was the less 
humane solution of extermination 
attempted on a large scale. 

The author gives due credit to 
all the humanitarian efforts of 
non-Jews to help in salvaging the 
victims of pogroms and expulsions 
from 1881 to 1948. The practical 
results of these efforts, however, 
were pitifully small in comparison 
with the vastness of the problem. 
The chief contribution of the 
world’s great powers and small 
powers consisted of talk and more 
talk, conferences that led to furth- 
er conferences, commissions, excu- 
ses, delays, reports, and memo- 
randa. 

If the Jews who survive today 
dwell in safety, it is due princi- 
pally to their own efforts. Self- 
help and_ self-emancipation ac- 
counted for the transfer of millions 
from the soil of Eastern and Cen- 
tral Europe to other continents 
and to their own national home- 
land. The author gives a complete 
listing of the various Jewish agen- 
cies concerned with helping immi- 
grants and he evaluates achieve- 
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ments and failures with commend. 
able impartiality. Ultimately, j 
became obvious that to dwell jn 
safety the Jews would have to re. 
constitute themselves a nation, 


It required a century of yp. 
paralleled physical hardships and 
of bitter disillusionment with fair. 
sounding Eastern and Western 
slogans before this idea of Jewish 
self-regeneration won general ac. 
ceptance and before hesitant Jew. 
ish communal leaders were weaned 
away from attractive panaceas and 
forced to release the energies of 
the masses for creative Jewish tasks 
both in Israel and in all land; 
where Jews still dwell more or le 
in safety. 

The author’s analysis is fair and 
searching. It encompasses major 
and minor waves of migration. It 
is lucid and objective. It is more 
than a record of the recent past, 
It is a stimulus to further think- 
ing on the future of the Jews in 
the Diaspora. 

Sot Liptzin 


City College 
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JEWISH LABOR IN U.S.A., An 
industrial, political, and cultural 
history of the Jewish Labor 
Movement, 1882-1914, by Mel- 
ech Epstein (New York, Trade 
Union Sponsoring Committee, 
1950, pp. xii, 456). 


HE title and subtitle promise us 
an industrial, political, and cul- 
tural history of the Jewish labor 
movement in the United States be- 
tween 1882 and 1914. Indeed the 
breadth of material included in 
this volume gives superficial evid- 
ence of fulfilling this expectation. 
Chapters of varying merit are de- 
voted to the ghetto ethos of eastern 
Europe, the process of immigra- 
tion, the American scene, the pro- 
cess of economic adjustment and 
acculturation, the sweatshop evil, 
the failure of the early strikes and 
unions, the role of the Jewish in- 
telligentsia, Americanization via 
the ballot box, the organization of 
the United Hebrew Trades, the 
influences of anarchism, socialism, 
Bundism, Zionism, the conflicts 
between the DeLeonists and the 
more sober trade unionists, the 
medium of Yiddish literature as 
an instrument of social protest, 
the formation of the Workmen’s 
Circle, the function of the Jewish 
Daily Forward, the growing 
strength of the Jewish immigrant 
community in the decades before 
1914, and finally, the consolida- 
tion of Jewish labor on the eve of 
WWI. These are the high points 


of the volume. 


The panorama is simply too vast. 
Melech Epstein promises too much. 
His objectives are clear and ex- 
plicit but the execution is faulty 
and hit or miss. This is possibly due 
to the volume’s ambivalent charac- 
ter, a compromise between schol- 
arship and popularization, two 
contrary steeds which only the 
most consummate artist can strad- 
dle successfully. It is just this 
ambivalence which makes it diffi- 
cult to evaluate this volume fairly. 

As a scholarly volume, it just 
does not stand up. Jewish Labor in 
U.S.A. is almost completely deri- 
vative. It illuminates no corridors 
of the labor scene which have not 
been explored in a plethora of not 
too highly imaginative histories on 
the various aspects of the needle 
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trades. It is to Epstein’s credit that 
he has refrained within bounds, of 
cataloging names. Much of the 
interlarded political history has 
been culled from time-worn sec- 
ondary sources and sheds no new 
light. Footnotes are haphazardly 
sprinkled, some factual material is 
documented, but a great deal more 
is left to the faith the reader may 
place in the author’s integrity and 
diligence. 


All this leads to a volume poorly 
balanced and often miscellaneous 
in character. The author does not 
seem to have defined in his own 
mind the proper proportion to be 
allotted to each one of his topics. 
The Jewish labor movement and 
the process of economic adjust- 
ment are given less attention than 
the sectarian political conflicts 
which, certainly in the light of 
the events of the last fifty years 
seem to dwindle into insignificance. 
The author tends to roam back and 
forth across the decades, devoting 
extended sections to a summary of 
American labor history which 
could easily have been analyzed 
within the confines of a few para- 
graphs or directly interwoven into 
the matrix of the main narrative; 
on the other hand, a short summa- 
tion from a textbook seems to suff- 
ice as an explanation of the role 
of American reform movements in 
relation to Jewish and general im- 
migrant labor. As a matter of fact, 
Epstein presents scanty evidence 
of an understanding of the deeper 
currents in American history. 

Indeed, it is only as a popular 
volume—anecdotal and reportorial, 
rich in thumbnail sketches, person- 
al insights and observations—that 
Epstein’s work can be adequately 
appreciated. Melech Epstein knows 
the Jewish immigrant largely from 
personal experience rather than 
from books. If as a scholar he fails 
to present sufficient and correlated 
data, as a student of men and 
events he gives evidence of a keen 
sense for the significant and the 
meaningful which can be found 
on almost every page which directs 
itself to a discussion of Jewish 
matters. His evaluations of social- 
ism, Zionism, Bundism, and their 
various offshoots are perspicacious 
and they ring true. For one who 
has been a lifelong participant in 
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the passionate activities of the 
Jewish labor and radical move- 
ments, Epstein reveals a remark- 
able sense of perspective. 

Epstein’s chief virtues, therefore, 
are those of the reporter and the 
memoirist. His appraisal of the 
leading personalities of “‘the Great 
Ghetto”—whether radical, labor 
or orthodox, are extremely incisive. 
Abraham Cahan, editor of the 
Jewish Daily Forward, Jacob Gord- 
in famed Yiddish dramatist, Louis 
Miller, editor of the Warbheit, 
Meyer London, Benjamin Feigen- 
baum, Daniel DeLeon, and many 
others are sharply and vividly 
portrayed. 


In the opinion of this reviewer, 
the most original section in the 
volume is the chapter entitled 
“Literature as a Weapon” describ- 
ing and illustrating the works of 
“the big four in labor poetry,” 
Morris Winchevsky, Morris Rosen- 
feld, David Edelstadt, and Yossef 
Bovshover, “‘the first Yiddish poets 
of any importance anywhere.” 

A definitive and scholarly his- 
tory of Jewish labor in the United 
States, however, is still to be writ- 
ten. YIVO’s two volume History 
of the Jewish Labor Movement in 
the United States (in Yiddish) is 
a brilliant pioneer work for the 
years before 1900. It still cries for 
successors. 

Moses RIscHIN 


Lecturer in History 
Brooklyn College 


Israel Press 


On May 5, Ben Gurion delivered 
an address at the 25th anniversary 
celebration of the settlement of 
Afikim in the course of which the 
Prime Minister appealed to the 
Soviet Union to allow Russian 
Jews who wished to go to Israel 
to do so. Ben Gurion declared that 
in the USSR every people had na- 
tional freedom except the Jews and 
urged that Russian Jews so desir- 
ing be permitted to aid in the 
reconstruction of the Jewish State. 
The speech aroused considerable 
press comment, some of which we 
reproduce: 

Ha’aretz (23-5-50) welcomed 
the mention of Soviet Jewry in the 
Premier’s speech at Afikim and 
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called his appeal to the U.S.S.R. to 
permit the emigration of its Jew- 
ish population “timely.” “Mr. Ben 
Gurion fulfilled a national need by 
deciding to touch on this delicate 
subject.” Stating that the authori- 
ties in Moscow would not be able 
to ignore the Premier’s words, 
H@aretz stressed that it was well 
for the Soviet to know that Jews 
of Israel and the Zionist movement 
throughout the world are united 
behind the Premier on this issue. 
The paper recalled the disappoint- 
ment felt at the time of the origi- 
nal ban on Jewish emigration from 
the Soviet Union, but pointed out 
that the flocking of Russian Jewry 
to the synagogues following the 
U.N. resolution of 1947 showed 
that thirty years of separation 
from the Zionist movement did 
not succeed in extinguishing the 
sparks of the national spirit. In 
conclusion Ha’aretz said it was 
possible that the Government 
which saw fit to support the U.N. 
resolution favoring the granting of 
sovereignty to the Palestine Yi- 
shuv and the refugees from central 
Europe, might also consider it just 
to return to those of its own Jews 
who so wished, the right to “go 
where their hearts tell them to go.” 
Haboker, (24-5-50) asked that 
the Premier’s speech become an 
official demand to the U.S.S.R. 
Government. “The Jews in the 
U.S.S.R. are not exposed to physi- 
cal danger but they do face spiritu- 
al extinction in that there are to- 
day no separate Jewish schools, 
press or national institutions to 
preserve intact the language and 
culture.” The paper went on to 
describe the emigration from other 
countries of the world and while 
deploring the attitude of certain 
States which stole the property of 
those of their citizens who wished 
to leave for a country where the 
inhabitants were related to them 
by blood and spirit, it pointed out 
that at least these nations showed 
respect for the fundamental right 
of a man to leave his place of resid- 
ence and build his life according 
to his own wishes elsewhere. “The 
Jewish people has the right to de- 
mand that also the Soviet Union 
—the great State which declares 
itself to be fighting for world 
peace and the liberty of Man— 
does not ignore this principle.” 
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C. BERKOWITZ FAMILY MGMT 
N. Y. Info. BO 8-1260 
—— RESERVATIONS: LIBERTY 985 


AKESIDE INN 


& COUNTRY CLUB © FERNDALE, N. Y. 
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On Sustiren Loke 
SO. FALLSBURG, N. Y. 


| GALA JULY 4th WEEKEND 
x All Star Broadway Shows in Our 3-Storied Theatre * 


NEW RAINBOW ROOM x GRAND BALL ROOM 
ee MAURICE SCOTT & HIS SOCIETY ORCHESTRA 
3% DON PUENTO & HIS RHUMBA BAND 
EVERY CONCEIVABLE SPORT & RECREATION FACILITY 
IMMENSE FILTERED POOL © PRIVATE LAKE © SUPERB CUISINE 


SUPERVISED ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN 


Early Reservotions Advisoble. Tel. FALLSBURG 300 
N. ¥. C. PHONE: 








KLASKIN EY 
Vy TOPS IN ENTERTAINMENT! 
, VERY LOW RATES « ALL SPORTS 


SWIMMING POOL ¢ DIETARY LAWS 


ORGANIZED CHILDREN'S DAY CAMP 


SPECIAL RATE FOR FAMILIES 
Phone: LIBERTY 1490 
N. Y. Off.: Tl 2-0401—ES 5-7136 
WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS 
FERNDALE STATION, N. Y. 
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Correspondence 


To THE Epiror: 

Mr. Lewisohn’s article in the 
May issue of the Jewish Frontier 
contains, in my opinion, some glar- 
ing errors of commission and 
omission. 

He reads into the “Program 
for Jewish Life Today,” pub- 
lished in the Reconstructionist 
(Vol. 16, No. 1), a conception of 
adjustment to “modernity” and 
“modern conditions” which not 
only is not there but is definitely 
deprecated in that document. Mr. 
Lewisohn confines himself to his 
own arbitrary interpretation of 
modern life. He assumes that mod- 
ernism is synonymous with the bar- 
baric and catastrophic totalitari- 
anisms of our day. We are amazed 
that Mr. Lewisohn should have im- 
puted to Reconstructionists a 
yielding to the forces that make 
for totalitarianism. The “Program 
for Jewish Life Today” states 
“Judaism demands resistance to 
any totalitarianism because it nec- 
essarily deprives the individual of 
his freedom to make the most of 
his own life.” Reconstructionists 
have consistently championed de- 
mocracy against every authoritar- 
ian encroachment on freedom of 
conscience and human rights. Ad- 
justment to modern life cannot 
mean indiscriminate acceptance of 
all its mutually contradictory ele- 
ments. It must mean taking cog- 
nizance of both the good and the 
evil in the world today and neither 
rejecting any good that is not tra- 
ditional nor condoning any evil 
that is rooted in tradition. 

Even more amazing to me than 
this misrepresentation of the Re- 
constructionist attitude to modern 
life is Mr. Lewisohn’s own failure 
to recognize the very existence of 
problems that constitute the cru- 
cial issues affecting Jewish life to- 
day. Without entering into any 
lengthy discussion of these issues, 
let me list just a few of them: 

1. How shall Judaism reckon 
with the necessary conditions re- 
sulting from the mechanization of 
our economic processes? 

2. Has Judaism anything to 
learn from science and the scienti- 
fic method that can make for the 
spiritual enrichment of Jewish life? 
Ought not Jewish religion reckon 





with the experimental method, 
with the authority of verifiable 
facts as opposed to that of dogma 
or tradition and with the willing- 
ness, characteristic of science, to 
reexamine traditional beliefs and 
theories, when these are challenged 
by new experience? 

3. The struggle of democracy 
against totalitarian tendencies has 
heightened our awareness of the 
need for safeguarding the right to 
be different. How shall this aware- 
ness affect the, inner life of the 
Jewish community, which in the 
past, insisted on universal con- 
formity with authoritarian codes 
regulating all the minutiae of hu- 
man conduct? 

These are only a few of the is- 
sues of modern life with which any 
program for Jewish living must 
reckon. A romantic glorification 
of the past will not avail. Only by 
applying human intelligence to the 
reconstruction of Jewish life can 
we save Judaism from those dang- 
ers that beset it in the modern 
world. 

Jack J. COHEN 
Director of the 

Jewish Reconstructionist 
Foundation 


To THE Epiror: 

I am sorry that Rabbi Cohen 
has the impression that I ever 
dreamed of accusing the Recon- 
structionist which, with reasonable 
reservations, I respect and admire, 
of totalitarian sympathies. The 
three phrases I quoted from the 
Reconstructionist program re-iter- 
ate the well-known position of the 
movement that Judaism should be 
governed by the winds of doctrine 
of a particular age and make them 
its criterion. To deny this is not 
as monstrous as it seems to Rabbi 
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Cohen. It grieves me to see Jews 
lag behind in better things. In my 
own humble way I seem to myself 
to be within Jewry a representa- 
tive of that powerful current in 
the Christian world which is con- 
nected with the name of the late 
Nicholas Berdyaev and with the 
names of Karl Barth and Reinhold 
Niebuhr. If Rabbi Cohen will do 
me the honor of reading my argu- 
ment to the end he will see, in 
the light of this statement, just 
where I stand. 

The three questions he asks show 
that he has no inkling of my posi- 
tion, whatever he may think of it. 

1. Of course, the truths of any 
religion have precisely nothing to 
do with such things as the “‘mech- 
anization of economic power” ex- 
cept, perhaps, to sit in judgment 
on its moral results. 

2. No, Judaism has nothing to 
learn from science. Except in the 
realm of physics the experimental 
method has produced nothing but 
fallacies and chaos. So soon as it 
touches the phenomena of life, 
man, history, it has proved itself 
confusing, unveracious and wholly 
evil in its inferences. 

3. Correct. The right to be dif- 
ferent is the most precious of de- 
mocratic rights. Who has depre- 
cated the asher bacharbanu mi-kol 
ha-amim? Who? The Reconstruc- 
tionists or I who humbly and fer- 
vently believe it and who believe 
that all history, from Sinai to 
Warsaw and the Medinath Yisrael, 
has confirmed it irrefutably? 

Lupwic LEWIsOHN 
Brandeis University 
Waltham, Mass. 
The next article in Dr. Lewisohn’s 


series, “Reflections on the Jewish Situa- 
tion,” will appear in the August issue. 

















SUMMER RECIPES 
Write: 
ROKEACH, Dept. F 


240 Wythe Avenue 
Brooklyn 11, N. Y. 














GOLF ¢ TENNIS + SWIMMING POOL 
FISHING ° ENTERTAINMENT 


OPENING JUNE 28th 


Offers you: GRAY'S INN RCA VICTOR 
RECORDING ORCHESTRA 
featuring CHAVEZ 


. _ 
in: Wampeotine Nationally FAMOUS CUISINE .. . 


GRAY'S . : ; | + AMERICAN PLAN . . . 


mine ; OUR OWN GOLF COURSE. with 
INN “aid noted Golf Pro who will positively 


take strokes off your game ... 
, Planned ENTERTAINMENT... 

: ‘ton Stars of STAGE and SCREEN... 
MIAMI BEACH ee FIRST-RUN MOVIES... 

5 ate COCKTAIL LOUNGE... 
. 150 ROOMS—each with telephone .. . 
New York Office EFFICIENT STAF trained for 

Suite 713 courteous service 


1619 Broadway Pocono siiieee ATMOSPHERE 
7-8257 ee 
Circle Under the Direction of: 
E. M. Loew 
A Fred Wenner 
.o James Sheirr 


Nationally Famous Restaurant 

















